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NSTAR SPRAYING HERBICIDES ON CAPE COD!

As part of the 2013 Yearly Operational Plan, NSTAR intends to apply a variety of 12
different herbicides-alone or in mixtures-under approximately 100 miles of power
lines across Cape Cod. These herbicides (a class of pesticides that kill unwanted
plants) are mixed with additional carrier agents, such as petroleum distillates, and
are being applied to control tall growing trees and brush in addition to the traditional
mechanical cutting methods.

NSTAR has been mandated by the federal government to keep the land under power
line easements clear of vegetation. The mandate does NOT say NSTAR has to use
chemical herbicides. Previously NSTAR maintained the land under the power
easements using mechanical methods like cutting and mowing instead of toxic
chemicals.

NSTAR has or intends to spray herbicides on properties on or in close proximity to
homes with private wells, within areas of contribution to public water supplies, and
on backyards, gardens, play sets, bike and walking paths. NSTAR does not own these
properties.

Depending on application rates and methods, nearby residents and properties can be
exposed to drift from these chemicals and there are many ecological consequences to
non-target organisms. Additionally, pesticides tracked into homes by people and pets
can be a continual source of exposure in the home. The chemicals and their
breakdown products can persist in the soil and enter surface and ground water from
which we obtain our drinking water. All of Cape Cod is an EPA designated sole
source aquifer. We have no other possibility for drinking water.

NSTAR claims the herbicides have been approved by the federal government but the
EPA doesn’t approve pesticide products (including herbicides). The EPA pesticide
registration process offers no assurance of safety —nor was it ever intended to do so.
It is an attempt to balance the adverse impacts of pesticide use against the perceived
benefits. Federal regulations prohibit any claim that a pesticide is safe, non-toxic, or
harmless, even if used according to the label.

The EPA itself has stated “EPA registration does not mean a pesticide is
safe. EPA believes that most pesticides--despite having an EPA
registration—HAVE NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY TESTED to determine
their effects on people or the environment.”

Investigations show that the herbicides being used by NSTAR enter ground and
surface waters. There is evidence that the herbicides and breakdown products are
associated with the following potential adverse health effects: cancer, tumors, nerve
damage, attention deficit disorders, miscarriages, embryo defects, and disruption of
hormonal



systems. We already have a legacy of chemical contamination, including pesticides,
as well as high rates of breast cancer on Cape Cod.

Most importantly, the full public health and ecological impacts of this particular
chemical mixture are not known and have never been tested. Combining herbicides
in a mixture can have synergistic effects resulting in greater toxicity. While there is
information on active ingredients and individual products, there is no specific
information on the synergistic and additive effects of this chemical mixture to
understand the fate and effects across Cape Cod. Therefore, we cannot be assured
that human health and the environment is protected.

Safer options that do not have the potential to contaminate our water supplies,
include mechanical cutting (with timely pruning of re-growth), hot water weed
control, flame weeding, and prescribed grazing. The ideal, long-term, preventive
approach would employ land management practices that build and maintain native
and desirable plants that compete well against weeds naturally.

GreenCAPE recognizes the cumulative effect of the low level use of chemicals
throughout our watershed and is working to reduce the use of all pesticides. We
agree with earlier Silent Spring Institute recommendations to reduce or eliminate
pesticides on a community-wide basis. Rights-of-way are just one area in which we
need to reduce pesticide use and support policies and practices that protect our
residents and ecosystem.

Support Sustainable Rights-of-Way Management

Call your local officials (Town Administrator or Manager, Selectmen/Town
Councilors, Board of Health, Conservation Commission) to tell them you object to
the application of herbicides on NSTAR rights-of-ways. Remind them to formally
notifying NSTAR in writing that all towns on Cape Cod have passed resolutions
opposing NSTARs rights of way spraying.

Call NSTAR and tell their representative that you object to the use of herbicides
along Cape rights-of-way and that you would like to see a more long-term,
sustainable approach to vegetative management. Ask NSTAR to maintain the power
line easements the way they have for many years-selective cutting and mowing and
consider the services of a professional goat herder. Contact:

-NSTAR Pres. and CEO Tom May at (617) 424-2527

-Investor Relations at (781) 441-8338 or
(https://www.nu.com/forms/formInvestors.asp

- sign the petition

-Follow GreenCAPE on Facebook!



https://www.nu.com/forms/formInvestors.asp
https://www.change.org/petitions/protect-cape-cod-water-our-health-say-nay-to-the-spray
http://www.facebook.com/pages/GreenCAPE/203452439664945

