December 3, 2009

Administrator Lisa Jackson
Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

We, the undersigned 42 organizations, are writing to urge you to take immediate
action to cancel all remaining uses of the antiquated organochlorine pesticide
endosulfan.

This action is long overdue. In 2002, the Environmental Protection Agency
reregistered endosulfan on the condition that companies complete a developmental
neurotoxicity study.! This study was not submitted until 2006,? and in response the
Agency released revised risk assessments and proposed new mitigation measures in
late 2007.3 During this delay, endosulfan continued to be used.

Since then, the Agency has received petitions requesting the cancellation of all
endosulfan uses from Pesticide Action Network North America (PANNA) and the
Natural Resources Defense Council.* Additionally, PANNA and co-plaintiffs,
represented by Earthjustice and Farmworker Justice, have challenged endosulfan’s
continued registration in federal court.> Since 2007, the Agency has invited 270
days of public comment on endosulfan, and in response has received substantial
comments requesting its prohibition.®

As 2009 comes to a close, the Agency’s assessment drags on. EPA has announced no
decision on endosulfan’s fate, has issued no response to the petitions, and has not
even implemented the mitigation measures proposed in 2007.

In contrast, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) is
taking decisive international action on this harmful pesticide. On October 16, 2009,
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5 Pesticide Action Network North America et al. v. United States Environmental Protection Agency, US District
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the Convention’s panel of scientific experts, the Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committee (POPRC), decided that endosulfan “is likely, as a result of its
long-range environmental transport, to lead to significant adverse human health
and environmental effects, such that global action is warranted” (emphasis added).”

In deciding that endosulfan is a persistent organic pollutant requiring global action,
the POPRC considered scientific assessments of endosulfan from the United States
and countries around the world, as well as the latest peer-reviewed scientific
literature. The Committee’s decision took into account submissions and
interventions from a broad array of stakeholders including governments, NGOs, and
the pesticide industry. It is the most thorough and up-to-date assessment of
endosulfan’s environmental fate ever conducted.

The United States has a special responsibility to protect Indigenous Peoples in the
Alaskan Arctic whose native foods are contaminated by endosulfan as a
consequence of its ability to travel long distances through the environment. In
addition, like any other country, the United States has a responsibility to ensure that
activities within our borders do not cause damage to the environment of other
nations.

In light of the POPRC'’s historic decision and the threat that endosulfan poses to
Americans and people throughout the world, we call on the Environmental
Protection Agency—as the Agency charged with protecting the environment and
regulating pesticides—to implement the POPRC’s call for action on endosulfan and
immediately to cancel all remaining uses of this antiquated, dangerous pesticide.

Sincerely,

Karl Tupper, Staff Scientist

Pesticide Action Network North America
49 Powell St., Suite 500

San Francisco, CA 94102

karl@panna.org

Joe DiGangi, PhD, Director

Global Chemical Safety Program
Environmental Health Fund

41 Oak View Terrace

Jamaica Plains, Boston, MA 02130
digangi@environmentalhealthfund.org

7 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. “Decision POPRC-5/[ ]: Endosulfan (Advance).”
http://chm.pops.int/Convention/POPsReviewCommittee /hrPOPRCMeetings/POPRC5/POPRC5Followupcomm
unications/EndosulfanAnnexFadversehumanhealtheffects/tabid /655 /language/en-US/Default.aspx.



On behalf of:

Pam K. Miller, Executive Director
Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Anchorage, AK

Joyce Martin, |D, Director

Environmental Health Policy

American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
Washington, DC

Michael Fry, Director of Conservation Advocacy
American Bird Conservancy
Washington, DC

John Kepner, Project Director
Beyond Pesticides
Washington, DC

Anne Katten, MPH, Pesticide and Work Safety Project Director
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation
Sacramento, CA

David Chatfield, Executive Director
Californians for Pesticide Reform
San Francisco, CA

Justin Augustine, Staff Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity
San Francisco, CA

Caroline Cox, Research Director
Center for Environmental Health
Oakland, CA

Glenn Wiser, Senior Attorney
Center for International Environmental Law
Washington, DC

Denise Diaz, Coordinator
Central Florida Jobs With Justice
Orlando, FL

Julia Perkins
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
Immokalee, FL



Jamie Rappaport Clark, Executive Vice President
Defenders of Wildlife
Washington, DC

Patti Goldman, Vice President for Litigation
Earthjustice
Seattle, WA

Jeannie Economos, Coordinator

Pesticide Safety and Environmental Health Project
Farmworker Association of Florida

Apopka, FL

Bruce Goldstein, Executive Director
Farmworker Justice
Washington, DC

Sue Phelan, Director
GreenCAPE
West Barnstable, MA

Margarita Romo, Director
Farmworker Self-Help
Dade City, FL

Marty Mesh, Executive Director
Florida Organic Growers Association
Gainesville, FL

Arlene Blum, PhD, Executive Director
Green Science Policy Institute
Berkeley, CA

Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH, Director
Indiana Toxics Action
Gary, IN

Dr. Mariann Lloyd-Smith, Co-Chair
Prof. Jamidu Katima, Co-Chair

International POPs Elimination Network
Berkeley, CA

Tessa Hill, President
Kids for Saving Earth
North Branch, MN



Laura Sova, Executive Director
The Land Connection
Evanston, IL

Heather Spalding, Associate Director
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association
Unity, ME

Howard Hurst
Maluia Group
Waimea, HI

Karen Mountain, MBA, MSN, RN, Chief Executive Officer
Migrant Clinicians Network
Austin, TX

Rebecca Sheets, Board President
Minnesota Pesticide Awareness
Staples, MN

Virginia Nesmith, Executive Director
National Farm Worker Ministry
St. Louis, MS

Jennifer Sass, PhD, Senior Scientist
Natural Resources Defense Council
Washington, DC

Rachel Sumner
No Spray Nashville / BURNT
Nashville, TN

Aimee Code, Water Quality Coordinator
Northwest Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides
Eugene, OR

Dona Hippert, Board President
Oregon Toxics Alliance
Portland, OR

Paul S. Towers, State Director
Pesticide Watch

Sacramento, CA

Ramon Ramirez, President



Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste
Woodburn, OR

Julia Earl, Executive Director
Preventing Harm Minnesota
St. Paul, MN

Rachel Rosenberg, Executive Director
Safer Pest Control Project
Chicago, IL

Kathleen Burns, PhD, Director
Sciencecorps
Lexington, MA

Theo Colborn, PhD, President

Carol Kwiatkowski, PhD, Executive Director
Lynn Carroll, PhD, Senior Scientist

TEDX (The Endocrine Disruptor Exchange)
Paonia, CO

Erik Nicholson, National Vice President
United Farm Workers/Union de Campesinos
Tacoma, WA

Lariza Garzon, YAYA Coordinator
Youth and Young Adult Network of the National Farm Worker Ministry
Deland, FL

CC:

Steve Owens, Assistant Administrator, Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic
Substances; Debbie Edwards, Director, Office of Pesticide Programs; Steven
Bradbury, Deputy Director, Office of Pesticide Programs; Rick Keigwin, Director,
Pesticide Re-evaluation Division; Melanie Biscoe, Chemical Review Manager for
endosulfan.



