
For my child’s health, 
please do not spray please do not spray 
pesticides in 
school.
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Did you know...

   Asthma is the leading cause of school 
absenteeism due to chronic illness. i

  1 in 6 children in the U.S. has a develop-
mental disability, ranging from a learning dis-
ability to a behavioral or emotional disorder. ii

   Research shows that pesticides are both a 
trigger for asthma attacks and a root cause of 

asthma. iii

   Government testing found residues of 
pesticides commonly used in schools at high-

est concentrations in children ages 6-11. iv



Making the Transition to a 
Healthy, Pest-Free 

Learning Environment

   Integrated pest management (IPM) 

is a program of prevention, education, 

monitoring and control that eliminate toxic 

pesticide use. One school IPM expert says, 

“You don’t have to kill pests when you can 

prevent pests.”

   Information to help your school go 

pesticide-free is available online at 

www.toxicfreeschools.org.

   For more information on starting an 

IPM program, contact Beyond Pesticides at 

www. beyondpesticides.org or 

202-543-5450, or:

Dear school health staff:

I am looking forward to a safe and healthy school year and appreciate
your efforts in this regard. With safety in mind, please ensure that my
child is not exposed to toxic pesticides. Pesticide use is increasingly 
being recognized by the medical community as a health threat to 
children. They can cause neurological problems, learning disabilities, 
asthma, cancer and other chemical–induced illnesses. Pesticides can 
exacerbate existing health problems and initiate new ones.

In fact, a new study recently published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association finds that children and school staff nationwide are
being poisoned by pesticide use at schools, with more incidents going 
undiagnosed and unrecorded. It has been documented that pesticides
are not adequately regulated by EPA, especially concerning children’s 
exposure. Please let me know how my child is being protected from this 
toxic chemical hazard.

To ensure the safety of all children and school staff, I suggest that the
school adopt non-toxic integrated pest management strategies. This will
ensure a safe and healthy learning environment. I would be happy to
put you in touch with those who are successfully managing the school
environment without toxic chemicals.

   Thank you and sincerely,


