Failure-to-Warn & Pesticide Immunity Bills

In 2025, advocates expect some version of a failure-to-warn bill to be introduced in at least 21 states.
For ease of reference, see links below for target resources based on Northwest, Plains, Midwest,
West/Southwest, Southeast, and MidAltantic/Northeast regions.

Resources and Assets Bills to Track

Take Action in Congress

Federal—FY26 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Bill

The Interior and Environment Subcommittee in the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations
Committee voted Tuesday, July 15 [8-5], on a bill that includes language that provides total
pesticide immunity language that will block farmers and consumers from suing chemical
manufacturers when they fail to disclose the harm that their products cause and block
states from providing information on product harm beyond EPA-approved language. The
language prohibits EPA from approving a pesticide product label or taking action inconsistent with a
human health assessment or carcinogenicity classification previously approved by the EPA—freezing
the EPA's position on a pesticide in place for decades, and eliminating the ability to hold the company
accountable.

(The language is found here. Search on Sec. 453.) The markup of the bill was live-streamed on the
House Committee's website. The subcommittee list is below!

Take Action [Inactive]

Update from July 21, 2025, at 4 PM: Representative Chellie Pingree (D-ME-1) moved forward with
amendments to strike sections 453 and 507 of the FY26 Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill,
which is a provision that provides immunity for pesticide manufacturers from farmer and consumer
lawsuits seeking compensation from product harm.

Take Action [Inactive]

Update from July 23, 2025, at 10 AM: The FY26 Interior-Environment Appropriations Bill passed
out of the House Appropriations Committee with sections 453 and 507 included, via a voice vote.

Update from July 25, 2025, at 11 AM: The Senate Appropriations Committee convened a full
markup on July 24 [26-2], which thankfully did not include these toxic provisions when the bill
passed out of Committee. Please stay tuned for updates!

Take Action

Moving forward, it is vital to keep this language out of the Senate version, which allows for a
strategically strong position at the House-Senate conference. Contacting your elected officials in
Congress to either remove (House) or prevent inclusion of (Senate) sections 453 and 507 from
the final bill helps to educate and raise public awareness on the critical issue that protects access to
the courts for those harmed by pesticides.


https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/northwest-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/plains-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/midwest-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/west-southwest-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/southeast-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track/midatlantic-northeast-target-states
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/resources-and-assets
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/resources/failure-to-warn/bills-to-track
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/committee-releases-fy26-interior-environment-and-related-agencies
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Fsites%2Fevo-subsites%2Frepublicans-appropriations.house.gov%2Ffiles%2Fevo-media-document%2Ffy26-interior%252C-environment%252C-and-related-agencies-bill-text.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJFeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7C09fdb4a4e6374f3d215a08ddc2f0bc37%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638881061379981741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ot9Leq4wfPudK%2F4NkGyvnHipSGrd7wDvZM22F%2FifKz4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fhouse.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D310401692f9adb955c0f0f8a0%26id%3D2c01869eea%26e%3Df19c4430c6__%3B!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!Kg5AM3YY6-fIWNT9sT5mabT0VMh--IUmqpVOLVcHvlxqJG-P336YxiDzPOO_Jz25jUd4wHGsn0fq2Ic46i8A_iJ3HI9oh6maXlSpcHMyfptIdjY1KQ%24&data=05%7C02%7CJFeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7C09fdb4a4e6374f3d215a08ddc2f0bc37%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638881061379996358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3VhZzx0wQZppl0F%2BYDmUAAYC4Mv3MLQHObx8UPQ5Iss%3D&reserved=0
https://secure.everyaction.com/hv4lmEs9xUyCrTgQZge8uw2
https://secure.everyaction.com/Np9tN0nVVkKRwDMEfLydJQ2
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/full-committee-markup-of-interior-environment-and-transportation-housing-and-urban-development-appropriations-acts
https://secure.everyaction.com/z-n6LLM9S0CDLSDrDHzRjQ2##anchor

Take Action in Your State

Click on the button below with your state to contact your elected officials requesting their opposition
to this legislation.

North Carolina

Ongoing Public Health Crisis

Pesticide exposure has been attributed to heightened risk of severe health conditions, including but
not limited to various cancers, neurological disorders, reproductive disorders, immunological
disorders, and obesity.

According to U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1,777,566 new cases of cancer were
reported in 2021 (the latest year of available incidence data). Not all cancer cases are directly related
to pesticides, however National Cancer Institute notes, "[a]pproximately 40.5% of men and women
will be diagnosed with cancer at some point during their lifetimes (based on 2017-2019 data)." Given
that up to 93% of cancer diagnoses can be attributed to non-hereditary, environmental factors
(National Institutes of Health), advocates raise the question of the long-term viability of pesticide
dependence given the readily available alternative pest management practices. A 2022 study
commissioned by Parkinson's Foundation found there was a 50% increase in expected annual
diagnoses for Parkinson's Disease, with 90,000 new individuals diagnosed each year. Data from the
CDC-led National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (2021-2023) indicates that approximately
four in ten Americans are obese.

Amidst the corresponding surges in chronic illnesses and severe health diagnoses of the past decades
alongside the unprecedented increases in pesticide use around the nation, advocates raise the
guestion of the long-term viability of pesticide dependence given the readily available alternative pest
management practices.

History

Attacks on “failure-to-warn” liability claims are taking place in the wake of extraordinary jury verdicts
against Bayer/Monsanto for harm caused by Roundup™ glyphosate and the company'’s failure to have
their case heard by the U.S. Supreme Court after losing in the lower courts. The latest numbers
indicate that Bayer-Monsanto alone has had to settle $11 billion for glyphosate use and exposure,
prompting the industry to attack the right of those harmed to sue for the company’s failure to warn
them about the product’s hazards.

Failure-to-warn/Pesticide immunity bills introduced in lowa, Idaho, and Missouri in 2024 attempt to
prohibit state civil tort law on this matter, making the limited EPA-registered label the final word on
disclosure and effectively rendering legal disputes invalid under this claim. The bills were narrowly
defeated.

Industry failure-to-warn immunity language was incorporated into the House GOP Farm bill draft
released in May 2024, and is still being negotiated in Congress. The last version of the House
Agriculture Committee bill voted out of committee on May 30, 2024, incorporates immunity language.
Corporations would financially benefit from revoking this right to sue, as evidenced by a surge in
state-level campaign spending in target states, based on reporting from the U.S. Right to Know. In
2016, Bayer and Corteva contributed 5 percent of total PAC contributions to state campaigns. In 2024,
this jumped to 30 percent.



https://secure.everyaction.com/mUbj-5aJjUu0T6TZbnSKBQ2
https://gis.cdc.gov/cancer/USCS/#/AtAGlance/
https://www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/understanding/statistics#:~:text=Approximately%2040.5%25%20of%20men%20and,on%202017%E2%80%932019%20data).
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3521879/#:~:text=DNA%2Dmismatch%20repair%20genes%2C%204,cancers%20are%20hereditary%20(8).
https://www.parkinson.org/understanding-parkinsons/statistics/prevalence-incidence#:~:text=Parkinson's%20Incidence,rate%20of%2060%2C000%20diagnoses%20annually.
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs/db508.htm
https://www.lawsuit-information-center.com/roundup-lawsuit.html
https://www.lawsuit-information-center.com/roundup-lawsuit.html
https://www.lawsuit-information-center.com/roundup-lawsuit.html
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2024/02/state-legislation-popping-up-to-limit-liability-of-pesticide-manufacturers/#:~:text=22%0AFeb-,State%20Legislation%20Popping%20Up%20to%20Limit%20Liability%20of%20Pesticide%20Manufacturers,-(Beyond%20Pesticides
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2024/05/multiple-studies-demonstrate-the-importance-of-strengthening-organic-in-the-farm-bill/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2024/05/multiple-studies-demonstrate-the-importance-of-strengthening-organic-in-the-farm-bill/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2024/05/house-farm-bill-moves-out-of-agriculture-committee-undermines-health-ecosystems-and-democracy-advocates-say/
https://usrtk.org/pesticides/pesticide-related-pac-money-surges-into-state-legislatures/

According to Federal Election Commission (FEC), pesticide manufacturer-related political action
committees (PACs) cumulatively contributed $1,708,186 to federal candidates between 2023 and
2024,

The industry’s campaign follows its playbook of going to state legislatures to seek relief after failing to
win at the federal level, which is what was successfully achieved in the 1990s when local authority to
restrict pesticides under Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) was upheld by the
Supreme Court. The industry convinced most states to preempt their local political subdivisions from
adopting pesticide restrictions that were more stringent than those of the state.

In 1991, the Supreme Court specifically upheld the authority of local governments to restrict
pesticides throughout their jurisdictions under federal pesticide law in Wisconsin Public Intervenor v.

Mortier. (Bates v. Dow Agrosciences LLC, 544 U.S. 431 (2005))

The Court ruled that federal pesticide law does not prohibit or preempt local jurisdictions from
restricting the use of pesticides more stringently than the federal government throughout their
jurisdiction. According to Mortier, however, states may retain the authority to take away local
control.

After that loss, the industry went to every state legislature to do at the state level what it could not
achieve at the federal level—preemption of local governments to adopt pesticide restrictions more
stringent than the state and the federal government.


https://www.fec.gov/data/disbursements/?cycle=2024&data_type=processed&committee_id=C00171926&committee_id=C00247981&committee_id=C00248849&committee_id=C00281162&committee_id=C00340075&committee_id=C00363945&two_year_transaction_period=2024&recipient_state=AK&recipient_state=AL&recipient_state=AR&recipient_state=AS&recipient_state=AZ&recipient_state=CA&recipient_state=CO&recipient_state=CT&recipient_state=DC&recipient_state=DE&recipient_state=FL&recipient_state=GA&recipient_state=GU&recipient_state=HI&recipient_state=IA&recipient_state=ID&recipient_state=IL&recipient_state=IN&recipient_state=KS&recipient_state=KY&recipient_state=LA&recipient_state=MA&recipient_state=MD&recipient_state=ME&recipient_state=MI&recipient_state=MN&recipient_state=MO&recipient_state=MP&recipient_state=MS&recipient_state=MT&recipient_state=NC&recipient_state=ND&recipient_state=NE&recipient_state=NH&recipient_state=NJ&recipient_state=NM&recipient_state=NV&recipient_state=NY&recipient_state=OH&recipient_state=OK&recipient_state=OR&recipient_state=PA&recipient_state=PR&recipient_state=RI&recipient_state=SC&recipient_state=SD&recipient_state=TN&recipient_state=TX&recipient_state=UT&recipient_state=VA&recipient_state=VI&recipient_state=VT&recipient_state=WA&recipient_state=WI&recipient_state=WV&recipient_state=WY&line_number=F3X-23
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/lawn/factsheets/Preemption%20Factsheet.pdf

