Just How Hazardous |s Pentachl or ophenol ?

entachl orophendl, or perta is currently banned in 26 countries around the varld. It is achlorinated aronatic

hydr ocar bon, which enables it to bi caccumul ate inthe hunan body, widife and the environnent. Conmercial
grade penta is contamnated wth pol ychl ori nat ed di benzo-p-di oxins (RIX), polychl orinated di benzof urans
(P@Fs), and hexachl orobenzene (HB): three rel ated chemical s, which are al recogni zed as carci hogens,
nut agens, teratogens and endocrine disruptors. 1EPAs newy released draft reviewof penta finds extraord nary risks
associ ated wth typical exposure that a child nmight experience in conmunities across the Lhited Sates that are dotted
wth pentachl orophenol -treated utility pol es. Wat nakes these findi ngs even nore shocking is BPA s fail ure to consi der
the risks associ ated wth exposure to any of the contanminant ingredients that gointothe a phabet toxic soup that is penta

BAsaysit wil get tothat inthenear fuure

Peta is acutdy neurctoxic, i.e. short-termexposure can
cause sickness or death; at least 30 cases of penta expo-
sure have resulted in death. Synptons of mld penta poi-

soni ng i ncl ude stuffy nose, scratchy
throat, adtearing of the eyes. Sin

contact can produce contact derna-
titis and chl oracne. A person experi -
enci ng systemc poi soning by penta
woul d show synptons of profuse
sveating and intense thirst, rapid
breathing and heart rate, fever, ab-
donminal pain, nausea, weakness,
l'ack of coord netion, d zziness, anor-
exia, and cona. 2

Renta targets the liver, kidneys and
central nervous systemwth toxic ef -
fects occurring at | owdoses. Autop
sies of victing of fad exposure to
penta reveal changes in the brain,
heart, kidneys, lugs, adliver.

CGronic heath effects fromlong term
exposure to penta include inpair-
nent of the i nmune system * inafa-
ence wthreproduction, birth defects, ®
cancer, & genetic mitation” and hor-
nonal problens. ® Cearly, patais
hdlytadc

Equal | y dangerous is that penta has
been shown to be ubiquitous in the

environnent. Astudy i n Arkansas found 100%0of 197 ran-

Table I. Pentachlorophenol Is

Banned in 26 Countries®?

Alluses prohibited by final
regulatory action due to health
or environmental hazards.

Austria
Benin
Columbia
Costa Rica
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Egypt
Germany
Guatemala
Hon Kong
India
Indonesia
Italy
Jamaica
Korea
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Moldova
Netherlands
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Sweden
Taiwan

Yemen

donhy sel ected, 2-6 year o d children tested had penta in
their urine ® The National Heal th and Nutriti on BExaninati on
Srvey 11 (NHNES I1) found penta in 79%c0f the general

US popdation 1 Astudy of hunan
mlk sanpl es provided by nursing
nothers found that penta was
present in dl o the nilk sanpl es;
there were no special, identified
sources of penta exposure of the
not hers.

The confoi nation of hightoxicity and
W despread contanination dictates
that BEPA treat the wood uses of
penta no differently than the
nonwood uses banned in 1987. As
aresut, it woudbe prudent and re-
sponsible to cancel al renaining
uses of this unnecessary poi son.

The new data disclosed in this re
port raises troudingissues aoout the
risks to children ad uility verkers
fronuility pdes. The report chd -
l'enges utility conpani es to seek out
dterative uility pdenaterids that
once ad for al put an end to the
need for pentachl orophenal .

Uility conpani es nust devel op pdli -
cdesthat mnmzetherisktothe pb
lic and the environnent and nove

tovard dinnation of chenncal |y treated wood wtility pol es.
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