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Reports of skin irritation are not of insect resistance. Product labels warn and Agriculture (CDFA) responduncommon. Isofenphos is an or- that treated grass clippings should not ed to the appearance of Japanese
ganophosphate insecticide, and be fed to livestock. Isofenphos is known beetles in the Sacramento area

by pu�ing together an “eradication” program. Oﬃcials decided
to use Carbaryl (Sevin™), diazinon
(Spectracide™) and applications
of granular isofenphos intensively
over a 4.5 square mile area. (Isofenphos was not registered for use in
California at the time, so a “Special
Local Need” (FIFRA Section 24C)
registration was obtained). A local citizen’s group called ACTION
(Aﬃliated Citizens to Investigate

O�anol Now) reacted and ﬁled suit
against both CDFA and Governor
Deukmejian. ACTION lost their
suit, but CDFA agreed to fund an
investigation of the neurotoxicity
of O�anol™ at the U. CaliforniaDavis.
The acute toxicity test performed there indicated that poisoned animals recover only to exhibit delayed neurotoxicity several
weeks later, and pathological ex-

aminations of nerve tissues indicated
demyelination (loss of the insulating
sheaths that wrap nerve ﬁbers). These
data led CDFA to temporarily halt use
of O�anol, although the eradication
program with diazinon and carbaryl
was allowed to continue.
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