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UPDATE: August 2007
Dicamba salts formulated for herbicidal use include: dimethylamine (DMA) salt, sodium (NA)
salt, isopropylamine (IPA) salt, diglycolamine (DGA) salt, and potassium (K) salt. Dicamba is listed on
the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) for being a developmental toxin. Research has also suggested that
dicamba is a DNA damage agent and should be considered potentially hazardous to humans.
While there are no observed acute eﬀects on ﬁsh and aquatic invertebrates, assessments indicate
that dicamba has the potential for causing risk to endangered birds, mammals, and non-target plants.
Chronic risk assessment indicates that mammals could potentially be at risk for developmental/reproductive eﬀects.
Recent studies identiﬁed a gene that enables crops to tolerate being sprayed with dicamba, thereby
expanding the range of genetically engineered (GE) crops available. Citing previous experience with
glyphosate resistant crops, environmentalists are now concerned that this will increase use of toxic herbicides like dicamba, while negatively impacting health and the environment.
The Reregistration Eligibility Decision (RED) for dicamba was completed in June 2006. Due to concern over the risks to terrestrial animals, the EPA recommends reducing the application rate of dicamba
to 1.0 lb ai/acre for a single application and to 2.0 lb ai/acre per year for all use pa�erns. Despite the fact
that dicamba can contaminate groundwater, the EPA found that it was not necessary to mitigate drinking
water, or residential exposure to dicamba.
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