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EPA Revokes Registration of Pesticide Central to Genetically Engineered Agriculture
Washington, DC, November 25, 2015 – In response to a law suit filed by environmental groups,
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) yesterday revoked the registration of the toxic
herbicide “Enlist Duo,” which contains the cancer causing 2,4-D and is central to future uses of
genetically engineered (GE) crops in chemical-intensive agriculture. The marketing of this
chemical in genetically engineered agriculture has become integral to the chemical industry’s
response to weed resistance to the widely used herbicide glyphosate (Roundup), also identified
as cancer causing this year by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC).
"Instead of looking for genetically engineered silver bullets that result in crop failure, we should
be expanding organic agricultural systems that are productive and profitable, protect public
health and the environment and slow global climate change," said Jay Feldman, executive
director of Beyond Pesticides.
Approved by the agency just over a year ago, Enlist Duo is a combination of glyphosate and 2,4D that Dow AgroSciences developed for use on the next generation of GE crops. EPA stated it is
taking this action after realizing that the synergistic effects of the combination of these chemicals
is likely significantly more harmful than it had initially believed, and that very small buffer zones
it had required are not adequate to protect vegetation.
This action resolves a year-long legal challenge filed by a coalition of conservation groups,
including Beyond Pesticides, seeking to rescind the approval of the dangerous herbicide blend.
EPA had approved use of Enlist Duo in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin,
Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and North
Dakota, and had intended to approve it in additional areas in the near future.
As the crisis in weed resistance escalates, threatening crop productivity and profitability,
advocates point to organic agriculture as a solution that protects public health, the environment,
and farmers’ livelihood. To learn more about organic agriculture, see Beyond Pesticides Organic
Program Page.
The suit was filed by Earthjustice and Center for Food Safety, on behalf of Center for Food
Safety, Beyond Pesticides, Center for Biological Diversity, Environmental Working Group, the
National Family Farm Coalition, and Pesticide Action Network North America.
For more information on GE foods and what you can do, see Beyond Pesticides Genetic
Engineering Program Page.
View the motion here: http://bit.ly/1Xfpv0g.
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