
PETITION LETTER 

Dear CEO, 
 
I am urging your company to reject GMO wheat before it enters the marketplace. 
 
GMO wheat is not grown commercially in the U.S. yet. However, a new genetically engineered variety – 
HB4 – recently received government approval. This approval relied largely on industry data and did not 
require independent testing or a comprehensive assessment of health, environmental, or trade impacts. 
 
There are three clear and compelling reasons for your company to reject GMO wheat: 
 

1. GMO wheat will increase use of an herbicide banned in the EU, posing risks to consumer 
health and trust 

 
HB4 wheat is genetically engineered to tolerate glufosinate, an herbicide banned in the European Union 
due to unacceptable risks to reproduction and fetal development. Research links glufosinate to 
premature birth, miscarriage, stillbirth, and skeletal birth defects. Glufosinate would be sprayed directly 
on HB4 wheat, likely increasing residues of the chemical in staple foods like bread and pasta. As 
consumer demand for cleaner ingredients grows, GMO wheat moves in the opposite direction. Wheat is 
a dietary staple, and consumers expect it to be safe, familiar, and free from controversial genetic 
engineering. Introducing GMO wheat risks eroding consumer trust in your brand. 
 

2. GMO wheat is fundamentally incompatible with regenerative agriculture 
 
Glufosinate use in the U.S. surged following the commercialization of other crops genetically engineered 
to tolerate it, including corn and soy. HB4 wheat would accelerate this trend. GMO wheat risks locking 
companies – and their farmer suppliers – into the “pesticide treadmill,” characterized by rising chemical 
use, resistant weeds, damage to soil health, and increased exposure to regulatory and legal liabilities 
related to environmental and human health impacts. Regenerative agriculture systems, like organic 
farming, depend on building healthy soil, increasing biodiversity, and reducing reliance on synthetic 
chemical inputs. GMO wheat moves agriculture in the opposite direction. 

 
3. GMO wheat creates serious economic risks for farmers 
 
GMO wheat has failed commercialization in the U.S. multiple times due to serious trade concerns. 
Nearly half of U.S. wheat is exported, yet major trading partners—including Mexico, Japan, and the 
Philippines—do not accept GMO wheat. Past contamination incidents with unapproved GMO wheat 
have triggered import suspensions, costing farmers millions of dollars. These risks have halted GMO 
wheat commercialization to date, and they remain unresolved.  
 

I urge you to stand with consumers, farmers, and the environment by publicly rejecting GMO wheat.  


