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The July 2022–June 2023 Annual 
Report highlights Beyond Pesticides’ 
major programs in the context of our 
strategic goal to transition away from 
toxic, fossil fuel-based pesticides  
and fertilizers to meet the existential 
public health, biodiversity, and climate 
crises of our time. For more details 
on Beyond Pesticides’ programs, visit 
beyondpesticides.org. Our website 
contains our ongoing efforts and 
campaigns to protect health and the 
environment with science, policy,  
and action.
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A Message from Leadership

Amid environmental and political chaos in   
the country, Beyond Pesticides is charting a 
path that offers solutions for a livable world. 

Our work starts at the community level, with values, 
practices, and policies that serve as models for con-
fronting the existential health, biodiversity, and climate 
crises of our time. We see the work to transition land 
management to organic practices, which we are doing 
in communities across the country, as bright spots  
at a time when solutions seem out of reach. 

We seek fundamental change in eliminating petro-
chemical pesticides and fertilizers in the management 
of land, in our parks, playing fields, schoolyards, 
homes, and agricultural fields. We do this with the  
recognition that the regulatory system in place at the 
federal and state level has failed to stave off the crises 
that we are experiencing nationally and worldwide. 

We capture the health crisis in our daily cataloguing 
of adverse health effects associated with pesticide  
exposure through air, food, and water. The data on the 
devastating range of pesticide-induced diseases, from 
cancer to reproductive to neurological and immuno-
logical effects, is maintained in our Daily News and  
databases. Meanwhile, this peer-reviewed science  
is not captured by the regulatory review of widely 
used pesticides, so real impacts of the chemicals  
go unevaluated—including the effect of endocrine  
disruptors defying classical dose-makes-the poison 
toxicology, epigenetic and multigenerational effects, 
impacts on the gut microbiome and the relationship 
to disease, and synergistic effects of multiple chemical 
exposures, to name a few.

A sole focus on the banning of individual pesticides 
that adversely affect people’s health and wreak havoc 
with ecosystems, although important, ignores the 
need for a holistic strategy required to meet the  
urgency of the crises. 

In this moment, we recognize that specific toxic   
pesticides or families of chemicals are poster children 
for systemic regulatory and statutory failures, exem-
plifying the need for clearly defined acceptable land 
management practices that end petrochemical   
pesticide and fertilizer use and draw down through 
soil-based carbon sequestration the billions of pounds 
of atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) now required.  
In addition to the release of CO2 from these petro-
chemicals, synthetic fertilizers and pesticide fumigants 
release nitrous oxide, which is 300 times more   
potent than CO2 as a greenhouse gas.

The true cost of dependency on pesticides and   
fertilizers is extraordinary. Studies consistently docu-
ment that the cost of petrochemical-use-externalities 
(morbidity and health care, lost pollination, water  
contamination—and now the costs of floods, fires, 
mudslides, and storms)—must be factored in for  
more realistic accounting.

We can improve our quality of life, enhance produc-
tivity and resiliency, increase profitability, and better 
protect against insect-borne diseases, with clearly  
defined regenerative organic systems where we live, 
work, and learn. 

Thank you for your support of Beyond Pesticides!

Jay Feldman, Executive Director Paula Dinerstein, President
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The time for systemic change is upon us as we reflect on crises  
in health, biodiversity, and climate that are increasingly docu-
mented in the scientific literature and playing out in family and 

community catastrophes that are experienced across the U.S. and 
worldwide. Beyond Pesticides has structured its program to ensure public  
access to science that empowers action and focuses its resources on the imple-
mentation of model land management practices that eliminate reliance on  
toxics. These replicable models across the country support our call for the  
elimination of petrochemical pesticides and fertilizers by 2032. 

Creating Models for What Change Looks Like
We call for the elimination of toxic pesticides and fertilizers because we are 
showing it can be done, documenting that reliance on these deadly toxics are 
unjustifiable and unnecessary. Beyond Pesticides’ daily tracking of science   
and policy and the maintenance of databases provide decision makers and  
advocates with the justification for moving ahead—and moving urgently.
 The fact that pesticides and synthetic fertilizers are not needed has been 
proven in organic agriculture (and now organic parks and playing fields), which 
we have pushed for since our founding in 1981—helping to grow and now  
preserve the integrity of the values and principles that define certified organic 
standards and labeling of food products. While growing this market to become 
mainstream continues by increasing consumer demand and support for the 

transition to organic food production, communities still lag behind in their  
dependency on toxics in the management of parks, playing fields, schoolyards, 
open space, and rights-of-way. Beyond Pesticides is changing this with a strategic  
program that works directly with communities nationwide to replace synthetic,  
toxic pesticides and fertilizers with organic practices and materials. 

What Distinguishes Beyond Pesticides’ Program
Beyond Pesticides’ program for getting off the pesticide treadmill distinguishes  
itself from strategies that seek to amend or enforce a broken regulatory system 
propped up by deficient federal and state laws. Certainly, hazardous chemicals 
need to be removed from the market and the faulty assumptions that characterize 
harm in risk assessments need to be corrected. However, the unending chemical 
“whack-a-mole” approach and standards of acceptable harm have failed,  
bringing us to the brink of collapse—with health crises (from cancer to nervous, 
immune, reproductive, and respiratory system diseases), biodiversity collapse,   
and the climate emergency. We use our voice in the regulatory and policy arena 
to exemplify the failure of the regulations and underlying statutes. The pesticide-
induced cancer crisis is not solved by banning glyphosate (Roundup), and the 
bees, butterflies, and birds are not protected with the banning of the neonicotinoid 
pesticides. These chemicals are merely the poster children for a failed regulatory 
and statutory approach that continuously fuels the syndrome of pesticide  
dependency.

Unique Intersection of Policy and Action
From grassroots, state, federal, to international

Photo: G
etty/piyaset



BeyondPesticides.org ANNUAL  REPORT  •  J U LY  2 0 2 2 – J U N E  2 3    5

What Does  
Meaningful 
Change  
Look Like in the 
Current Crises

An organic system is composed of  
management practices that protect 
health, biodiversity and help to  

mitigate the climate crisis. The organic  
system protects complex biological communities  
of organisms in the ecosystem who would otherwise 
be adversely affected by the use of toxic chemicals. 
The adoption and implementation of defined organic 
standards and practices, drawn from federal organic 
law, establish a community’s commitment to a sus-
tainable future that is replicable for all land man-
agement, creating a model for a livable future. 

In adopting an organic approach, we are:

• Eliminating toxic chemicals that harm 
health of communities, children, older people, 
with disproportionate harm to people of color 
communities, including farmworkers, land- 
scapers and those who handle the chemicals;

• Protecting organisms in the soil that  
provide ecosystem services by helping to 
cycle nutrients naturally, retain moisture, enhance 
resilience, reduce reliance on water, and control 
erosion; 

• Nurturing biodiversity, including bees,  
butterflies, birds, while helping to curtail the 
steep decline in insect populations that   
support the web of life; and 

• Mitigating the climate crisis by ending  
the reliance on petrochemical pesticides and  
fertilizers, which contribute to greenhouse gases, 
and facilitating a process of drawing down  
atmospheric carbon through soil sequestration.    

How Does It Get Done?
Meaningful systemic change happens with strong 
voices of our community members who are equipped 
with the science that supports the need for action 
and the tools to adopt the on-the ground changes 

that must be put in place. Beyond Pesticides plays  
a critical role in enhancing public understanding of  
the science and the practical hands-on experience  
to inform the urgent steps that must be taken at  
the local, state, and national levels—whether as  
professionals or lay people, local elected officials  
or concerned advocates. 

Beyond Pesticides assists in this process with:

• The science that supports action through  
the daily tracking of the scientific literature on the 
connection between pesticide and fertilizer use 
and existential adverse effects and the updating  
of  our resources, which make science and policy 
deficiencies accessible through our databases—
Gateway on Pesticide Hazards and Safe Pest  
Management, Pesticide-Induced Diseases Database, 
and What the Science Shows (on pollinators), and

• The tools that support transition to organic 
land management through collaboration with 
parks, public works departments, school districts, 
and college campuses in the development of plans 
based on soil testing, evaluating of soil character-
istics and the soil foodweb, which informs a strategy 
for building soil health, the cycling of nutrients, 
increased stress resistance, water retention, and 
long-term cost reduction. 

Getty/oversnap

Getty/doug4537
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Moving from Mitigation  
to Prevention
Beyond Pesticides’ actions in collaboration with our network 
create a framework for systemic change. Although the 
founders of the organization recognized the importance 
of measures to restrict pesticide use through improved 
chemical regulation and effective toxic pesticide use reduc-
tion and elimination strategies, we believe a crosscutting 
grassroots organization is needed to help reframe the 
public debate that has emerged since the publication  
of Silent Spring. Many important laws governing clean  
air, water, food safety, and pesticides had been adopted 
in the early 1970’s with the focus on mitigating hazards 
associated with pesticides. Our work to advance organic 
agricultural and public and residential land management 
systems creates a new policy framework that is nurturing 
a precautionary approach, starting with the premise   
that we do not need toxic chemicals to achieve food   
productivity goals or beautiful landscapes.

Action Informed by Science  
and Disproportionate Harm
The voices from our network are critical to government 
accountability as well as creating a record for change. 

The governmental response, or lack thereof, helps to  
inform the local debate on appropriate action to advance 
change in communities. The failure of Congress and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other 
government agencies to heed the preponderance of   
the independent, peer-reviewed scientific evidence of 
castastrophic harm on the horizon and deficiencies in 
safety standards and risk assessments are a deadly mix. 
In the U.S. and worldwide, the foundation of conventional 
agriculture and the management of the built environment 
are intricately tied to polluting practices, with dispropor-
tionate harm affecting segments of the society that are 
exploited, low income, in ill-health, and people of color. 

Integrating Science, Policy,  
and Action
The program takes a holistic approach to advocacy   
by integrating an analysis of science, policy, and action  
to inform positions that are meaningful as a means of 
prevention or in response to existing problems. Our  
three categories of work are:

Science. With a confluence of never-before-seen threats 
to life, science empowers calls for change that, going  
beyond typical pesticide mitigation and reduction  

Action of the Week   

Advocacy for Systemic Change

ACTION OF THE WEEK provides our  
supporters and network with one concrete  
action that can be taken each week to have 
their voice heard on issues that are harmful  
to the environment and public and worker 
health, maintain or increase pesticide use,  
or undermine the advancement of organic, 
sustainable, and regenerative practices and 
policies. These weekly actions typically generate 
between 2,000 and 4,000+ participants. The 
range of issues targets corporations, state and 
federal government, and the U.S. Congress. 
Our voices make a difference and show local 
governments the importance of their action  
in the absence of an adequate state and  
federal response.

2022 ACTIONS

12/19 Preserve Local Democracy and the 
Right of Communities to Restrict  
Pesticide Use

12/12 The National Organic Program  
Must Evaluate Undisclosed “Inert” 
Ingredients Used in Organic  
Production

12/05 Save Manatees from Extinction 
Caused in Large Part by Toxic Runoff

11/28 Tell EPA To Ban Pesticides that Reduce 
Sperm Counts

11/21 EPA Must Complete Thorough Reviews 
Before Registering Pesticides

11/14 Tell EPA To Ban Antibiotics in  
Agriculture, Lawns, and Landscapes

11/07 Tell Congress To Address   
Contamination with PFAS and  
Other Legacy Chemicals

11/01 Tell EPA That Clean Air, NOT  
“Sanitized” Air, Protects Against  
Disease

10/21 Turn Breast Cancer Awareness  
into Breast Cancer Prevention

10/17 Eliminate Systemic Racism and  
Environmental Injustice in Pesticide 
Policy
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measures or specific chemical phaseouts, adopt 
strategies to eliminate toxic pesticide dependency 
and embrace organic practices and policies.  
The science reflects a pattern of pesticide-induced 
illness and disease throughout ecosystems that  
is generational and escalating exponentially.

Policy. Decades of pesticide policy and “reforms” 
have increased society’s dependency on toxic 
chemicals. The need for pesticides is assumed in 
law and regulatory review. The failure to regulate 
pesticides in a manner that incentivizes the market-
place to move to nontoxic and regenerative organic 
practices results in crises that may be resolved in 
court after the damage is done—such as multi-
million dollar court victories for cancer victims  
of glyphosate/Roundup exposure. However, the 
policies in place allow continued threats to pollina-
tors and endangered species, hazardous exposure 
through drift, secret agency meetings with industry 
to recalculate risk levels, and more. Policy debates 
in the current Congress, important to shining a 
light on the need for change, help to motivate  
the phaseout of toxic pesticides in communities. 

Action. The very bright spot, exemplifying what  
is possible to confront the health, biodiversity, and 
climate crises, is found in the action that is taken 
in communities and states to eliminate toxic pesti-
cide use. Much of this work is still incident-driven 
and focused on specific chemical threats, like the 
neonicotinoid insecticides that kill bees, or PFAS—
per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances—that have 
contaminated farmland, the food chain, and  
ecosystems. Importantly, communities are phasing 
out pesticides in their parks and on playing fiels 
and embracing organic land management as a 
holistic strategy to fight the threats that pesticides 
pose to health, biodiversity, and climate.

10/11 Organic Matters: Don’t Let USDA  
Undermine It

10/03 Two Actions for Fall: Prime Your 
Lawns and Landscapes and...

09/23 Last Chance This Fall To Tell the 
NOSB To Uphold Organic Integrity

09/19 Kids Must Be Safe from Toxic  
Pesticides at School!

09/12 Organic Must Lead the Way!
09/06 Zero Food Waste and Compost Acts
08/29 Protect Our Community’s Health 

and Biodiversity, and Fight the  
Climate Crisis with Organic Parks!

08/22 The Inflation Reduction Act Is Just  
the Beginning

08/16 Eliminate Pesticides in National  
Wildlife Refuges

08/08 Preserve Local Democracy and the 
Right of Communities To Restrict

 Pesticide Use
08/01 Tell USDA to Support Organic,  

Not Undermine It
07/25 Protect Our Oceans and Our Lives
07/21 EPA Must Ban Endocrine-Disrupting 

Pesticides
07/11 Think Globally, Act Locally for  

a Livable Future
07/05 Get Plastic Out of Organic!
06/27 Tell EPA To Ban the Carcinogen 

Glyphosate
06/20 Protect Pollinators, Biodiversity, and 

Our Food Supply During Pollinator 
Week

06/13 Give Migrating Birds a Hand

06/06 Protect the Dungeness National 
Wildlife Refuge from Becoming a 

 Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture 
Operation

05/30 Show Your Support for Veterans 
Harmed by Toxic Chemical Exposure

05/23 “Invasive” Plants Must Be Managed 
Under an Organic System

05/16 Tell Congress To Increase Funding 
for Environmental Law Enforcement

05/09 Tell EPA To Protect Pollinators. Tell  
Congress To Insist that EPA Does Its Job

05/09 Support Organic Habitat: No Mow 
May

04/23 Take the Ladybug Pledge, Support  
Beyond Pesticides, and Bring Organic

 Landcare to Your City
04/18 Tell USDA To Protect Wild Birds and 

Prevent Avian Flu Pandemics
04/11 Aid Programs Must Support Traditional 

and Organic, Not Chemical-Intensive
 Agriculture
04/04 EPA Must Protect Birds, Bees, and Other 

Pollinators; Ban Neonic Insecticides
03/29 Last Chance This Spring To Tell the 

NOSB To Uphold Organic Integrity
03/21 Tell EPA To Take Meaningful Action   

To Protect Endangered Species
03/14 Don’t Let Proposals Undermine  

Organic Integrity! Keep Organic Strong!
03/07 Insist that USDA Uphold Organic  

Integrity and the Law; Keep Synthetic
 Hormones Out of Milk Production

02/28 EPA Must Stop Pesticide Use Patterns 
Leading to Deadly Antifungal and

 Antibiotic Resistance
02/22 EPA’s Action To Stop Penta Must  

Happen Now, Not Over Five Years

02/14 Fight Climate Change with Compost
02/07 EPA Must Remove Toxic Ingredients   

in Disinfectants
01/31 Save the Manatees from Extinction 

Caused in Large Part by Toxic Runoff
01/24 Toxic Pesticides that Increase Vulner-

ability to COVID Must Be Eliminated
01/14 Tell the Senate To Pass Voting Rights 

Legislation Now!
01/10 Ask Congress To Push for Oversight   

of USDA’s Dishonest Disclosure of  
GE Food Ingredients

01/03 Tell the Senate: The Pesticide Law 
Needs Real Reform

2022 WEBSITE STATISTICS: 363,630 PAGE VIEWS, 211 COUNTRIES
2022 ACTION OF THE WEEK SUBMISSIONS: 386,670 MESSAGES

Photos (Top to Bottom): Getty/Eduard Andrica; Getty/Kanjana Jorruang; 
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Organic Land Management
Leading the way forward

A t Beyond Pesticides, we see organic  
as the transformative change that is 
needed to meet the existential crises asso-

ciated with petroleum-based inputs in agriculture 
and land management—the health crisis, biodiversity 
collapse, and the climate emergency. Organic must 
lead in how we manage the soil, sequester carbon, 
take petrochemical pesticides and fertilizers out of 
land management—and then, under continuous  
improvement—how we move to eliminate plastics, 
and adopt nonpolluting disinfection practices. 

Hands-On Organic Land 
Management—Parks, Playing 
Fields, Lawns
The nexus for change is Beyond Pesticides’ program 
that works with communities to transition their land 
to organic practices. We have worked with over 50 
communities, continue to facilitate the transition in 
over 25, and added Grinnell College (Grinnell, IA), 
Novato Unified School District (CA), and Austin, TX 
to the list of communities and institutions working 
on transition this year.

Press Conference in  
New York City
Eco-Friendly Parks for All (a coalition spearheaded 
by Beyond Pesticides, The Black Institute, Grassroots 
Environmental Education, and Icahn School of  
Medicine at Mount Sinai) held a press conference  
in June with the New York City Parks Deputy Com-
missioner for Environment and Planning, parks 
staff, and a City Council member to announce the 
launch of the organic demonstration park project. 
The event was held at Morningside Park, one of  
the parks in the pilot in East Harlem.

Advocating for  
Local Community Policy
As part of our testimony in Hallowell, ME, we  
presented our new factsheet, Myths and Facts about 
Lawn Care Restrictions. The factsheet states: Those 
with vested interests in the sale or use of toxic  
pesticides often make claims that belie the science 
on the hazards of these toxic chemicals, ignore  

independent scientific findings, and misrepresent 
the experience of numerous jurisdictions and  
landscapers throughout the country who have 
stopped the use of toxic pesticides. 

• Myth 1: Federal and state pesticide law pro-
vides adequate protections from toxic pesticides. 

• Myth 2: Restrictions on toxic pesticide use will 
lead to an increase in residential pesticide use  
by homeowners. 

• Myth 3: Organic Listed pesticides do not face 
regulatory scrutiny. 

• Myth 4: Lawn care legislation will result in  
landscaping companies losing business. 

• Myth 5: Signage requirements at point-of- 
purchase place an undue burden on retailers. 

• Myth 6: Natural and organic land manage-
ment costs too much. 

We provide the facts for all these myths. Hallowell 
City Council passed an ordinance that stops all  
toxic pesticide use on their public landscapes.

Parks for a  
Sustainable Future
Natural Grocers and Stonyfield Organic  
collaborate with Beyond Pesticides on our 
Parks for a Sustainable Future program  
and provide financial support through  
their “Ladybug Love/Organic Parks Project” 
and StonyFIELDS initiative, respectively. 

Natee Jindakum

Jay Feldm
an, M

orningside Park in N
YC
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The principles and values embedded in 
the Organic Foods Production Act (OFPA) 
create the foundation on which we advance 

ecosystem-compatible land management practices 
to protect health and the environment. We are af-
firming and defending methods that are intended to 
establish integrity, incentivize innovation, challenge 
conventional wisdom, are cutting edge and estab-
lish public trust in the USDA organic label.

Beyond Pesticides plays an active role in comment-
ing every six months before the National Organic 
Standards Board (NOSB), established by Congress 
to oversee those materials allowed in organic  
management and advise the U.S. Secretary of  
Agriculture on organic standards. Beyond Pesticides 
rallies the public to comment on issues before  
the NOSB through our Keeping Organic Strong  
webpage and outreach to our network.

Why This Is So Important  
First, consumer supporters of organics do not gen-
erally want synthetics in their food. Second, organic 

consumers and farmers, at least the ones who 
spearheaded the adoption of the law and today 
embrace its values and principles, do not want a 
food supply that loads up the environment with syn-
thetics. Third, organic consumers are not interested 
in shortcuts in handling or processing or elements 
of the chemical-intensive market that rely on syn-
thetics. With organic, we have carved out a way 
to take the best and reject the worst from our land 
management and food production history—whether 
we are talking about pest prevention, humane  
conditions for livestock, or processing aids. 

The standards behind organic and the USDA  
organic label require protection and continuous  
improvement to meet the looming existential crises 
of our time. These are some of the issues that we 
have brought to the NOSB and public process:

Eliminate plastic and bioplastic mulch film,  
contributing to reliance on petroleum-based  
products that create microplastics, and utilize inter-
cropping, cover cropping, and natural mulches.

Keeping Organic Strong
End the 5% allowance  
of non-organic ingredients  
in processed organic food when 
organic form is viable or when 
chemical-intensive practices are 
not analyzed.

Prohibit the Routine Allow-
ance of Ingredients Processed 
with Ion Exchange. Ion exchange 
creates synthetic resins through chemical change—
removing some components and substituting other 
chemicals—that are used in processed food. It is 
not simply filtration. All resins must be subject to 
National List review.

Organic Agriculture Is Climate-Smart  
Agriculture. The NOSB must stress the need for 
USDA to promote conversion to organic farming. 
We must be asking how USDA programs can assist 
organic producers and those seeking to convert  
to organic. 
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Science-Based Action for Protective Policy
Making science accessible to decision makers

Beyond Pesticides’ unique 
databases, consistently  
updated throughout the 

year, continue to serve as key-
stone information for advocacy. 
Our goal is to empower advocates 
with the tools that they need to effect 
change—to talk with policy makers, 
elected officials, and land and pest 
managers. This requires tracking   
the current science and making it  
accessible to lay people through an 
abstract of technical scientific findings 
that call for action. We bring the  
essence of the findings out of scien-
tific journals to inform action needed 
to protect health and the environment. 
We take the same approach with  
policy, providing critiques that enable 
a community and state discussion on 
the limitations of those policies that, 
again, inform the need for action. 
Our key databases updated over   
the year are Gateway of Pesticide 
Hazards and Safe Pest Management, 
Pesticide-Induced Diseases Database, 
What the Science Shows (on pollinators), 
and ManageSafe (on alternative,  
nontoxic management strategies).

BRINGING THE SCIENCE TO 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Our testimony to city councils and 
departments reflects our broad com-
mitment to bring science-based  

(including glyphosate, imazapyr,  
indaziflam, and triclopyr) on federal 
land, we noted that the science jus-
tifies an in-depth review of hazards 
and alternative management practices 
in an Environmental Impact Statement, 
which is not included in its Environ-
mental Assessment.

BUREAU OF LAND  
MANAGEMENT 
We told the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment that its proposed use of seven 
pesticides will contaminate the envi-
ronment due to moderate to high 
leachability, mobility, bioaccumulation, 
and particle-bound transport. We 
summarize, in our statement, hazards 
to human health and the  environ-
ment, including adverse effects on  
reproductive health and cancer  

information to the deliberations of 
local governing bodies. We provide 
an analysis of the chemicals that are  
typically used in land management, 
their adverse effects to health and   
the environment, the limitations of   
the federal and state pesticide regis-
tration process that justifies local  
action, and the viability of organic 
management practices. 

OBJECTION FILED FOR FOREST 
SERVICE SPRAY PROGRAM
In submitted comments, we objected 
to the U.S. Forest Service moving  
forward with a pesticide spray program 
under its Invasive Plant and Interfering 
Vegetation Treatment for the Allegheny 
National Forest. Because the Service 
proposed a major escalation of  
pesticide use, with eight pesticides  

development, as well as acute toxicity 
to the ecosystem, from plant to animal 
species. There is little serious attention 
to alternative management strategies 
that we recommend.

RESTRICTING RODENTICIDES
We evaluate rodenticides, like all  
pesticides, in the context of the  
availability of nontoxic approaches  
to management and prevention.  
First, we outline successful nontoxic 
approaches for management. An  
integrated system for managing  
rodent problems focuses on limiting 
access to the food, water, and har-
borage required by the rodents.  
Then, we raise issues of 11 anti- 
coagulants and non-anticoagulant 
poisons and their nontarget  
exposure to wildlife.
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organic food production, a large and growing  
agricultural sector in California, across the country, 
and worldwide.

No Compromise on Farmworker Protection
After the Trump EPA was blocked from weakening 
the application exclusion zone (AEZ) provisions for 
protecting farmworkers, the rules reverted to the 
Obama era rules. Now, EPA proposes to reaffirm 
part of that rule, while accepting some of the weak-
ening amendments from the Trump administration. 
We urge our network to tell EPA to strengthen  
pesticide rules to protect farmworkers with our  
action: Tell President Biden to sign the International 

Unnecessary Chemical Exposure  
to Farmworkers
We vehemently opposed California EPA’s proposal 
to remove existing limits on the use of the highly 
toxic fumigant 1,3-D (Telone), allowing Californians 
to breathe much more 1,3-D than state toxicologists 
at the California Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment—charged with establishing  
safe limits of exposure—say is safe, highlighting the 
dangers to which farmworkers are routinely exposed. 
We said it is unacceptable to allow farmworkers—
whose labor was judged “essential” during the  
pandemic—to be routinely exposed to highly toxic 
pesticides, which could be replaced by certified  

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All  
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Famlies. 
Farmworkers need more protections, not industry-
friendly compromises. Currently, the average life 
expectancy for a farmworker is 49 years, compared 
to 78 for the general population. We highlight the 
systemic racism of pesticide policies in our country 
and worldwide, the focus of the second session on 
environmental justice at our National Forum. Our 
nation depends on farmworkers to ensure sustenance 
for the nation and world. Yet, farmworkers’ occupa-
tional exposure to toxic pesticides is discounted by 
EPA, while study after study documents the dispro-
portionate level of their pesticide-related illness.

Environmental Justice
Continuing our historical position of eliminating pesticides to protect farmworkers and their communities
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https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2021/01/federal-court-blocks-epa-from-weakening-farmworker-protections/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2F844j9h5ShkCfatbbqo_3Kw2%23%23anchor&data=05%7C01%7Cjfeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7Ce98b77bc2a41445408e008db1c0d5ef2%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638134615992961216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BxdIzaKq5pe%2B7KFNyX2ukg5fW5wFcGKHX%2FGe51O5nFo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2F844j9h5ShkCfatbbqo_3Kw2%23%23anchor&data=05%7C01%7Cjfeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7Ce98b77bc2a41445408e008db1c0d5ef2%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638134615992961216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BxdIzaKq5pe%2B7KFNyX2ukg5fW5wFcGKHX%2FGe51O5nFo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2F844j9h5ShkCfatbbqo_3Kw2%23%23anchor&data=05%7C01%7Cjfeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7Ce98b77bc2a41445408e008db1c0d5ef2%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638134615992961216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BxdIzaKq5pe%2B7KFNyX2ukg5fW5wFcGKHX%2FGe51O5nFo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2F844j9h5ShkCfatbbqo_3Kw2%23%23anchor&data=05%7C01%7Cjfeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7Ce98b77bc2a41445408e008db1c0d5ef2%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638134615992961216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BxdIzaKq5pe%2B7KFNyX2ukg5fW5wFcGKHX%2FGe51O5nFo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2F844j9h5ShkCfatbbqo_3Kw2%23%23anchor&data=05%7C01%7Cjfeldman%40beyondpesticides.org%7Ce98b77bc2a41445408e008db1c0d5ef2%7Cc752d38fe68a46fc83ee8e12479e74ad%7C0%7C0%7C638134615992961216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C7000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BxdIzaKq5pe%2B7KFNyX2ukg5fW5wFcGKHX%2FGe51O5nFo%3D&reserved=0
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2022/10/systemic-racism-exposed-in-pesticide-policy-that-new-epa-office-of-environmental-justice-may-not-address/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2022/10/systemic-racism-exposed-in-pesticide-policy-that-new-epa-office-of-environmental-justice-may-not-address/
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/journal/IV%20Disproportinate%20Pesticide%20Harm%20Is%20Racial%20Injustice2.pdf
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2020/04/farmworkers-at-high-risk-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2020/04/farmworkers-at-high-risk-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2022/02/higher-disease-prevalence-among-farmers-highlights-the-need-for-safer-pesticides/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2021/11/45-different-cancers-associated-with-work-related-pesticide-exposure/
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Protecting Biodiversity
In the face of predicted collapse

Harm to pollinators caused by toxic pesticides 
continues to be an important indicator of our 
society’s failure to adequately regulate pesti-

cides and more broadly adopt land management 
practices that eliminate their use. The limitation  
of individual “whack-a-mole” chemical campaigns, 
while helpful in highlighting hazards and deficient 
risk assessments, calls for our holistic community-
based strategy to urgently change practices and 
policies to meet the challenge of looming   
biodiversity collapse. 

Chemical Analyses
We produce hard-hitting critiques of pesticides  
that serve as poster children for urgently needed 
systemic change.

DEADLY FUNGICIDE
We tracked the widely used, broad-spectrum,  
fungicide fenbuconazole, classified as “slightly toxic 
or nontoxic” to pollinators by EPA, but devastating 
to male mason bee mating behavior—jeopardizing 
future generations of critically important pollinators. 
This follows a regulatory pattern of inadequate  
review of the neonicotinoid insecticides, bees’  
lost navigational skills, and their increased   
vulnerability to disease and parasites.  

The Bad News Informs Action
A quarter of the global insect population has  
been wiped out since 1990, according to research 
in the journal Science. Monarchs are near extinction 
and beekeepers continue to experience declines,  
as native bees suffer. The 29% decline in bird  
abundance since the 1970s is closely correlated 
with insect declines. Pesticides cause biodiversity 
loss in aquatic ecosystems. Amphibians are 
particularly at risk.

Failure of Regulatory Tinkering
We urge EPA to (i) conduct a comprehensive evalua-
tion of endocrine disrupting effects, other endpoints, 
and pesticide product ingredient mixtures devastat-
ing to biodiversity, and (ii) recognize the viability, 
productivity, and profitability of USDA certified  
organic practices to show lack of chemical benefits.

Protecting Wildlife Refuges

DUNGENESS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
AND AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM
We sued the Department of Interior with Protect the 
Peninsula’s Future and the Coalition to Protect Puget 
Sound Habitat to stop a lease for a 50-acre industrial 

aquaculture operation in the refuge—after com-
menting and issuing actions. We acted due to the 
known harm to migratory and residential birds, 
salmon, forage fish, other wildlife and their  
primary feeding areas. 

ENDING REFUGE PESTICIDE USE
Following our 2014 lawsuit with others, numerous 
reports, and the reversal of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) decision to adopt “a precautionary 
approach to [FWS] wildlife management practices. . .” 
and stop the allowance of genetically engineered 
crops and neonicotinoid insecticides, a Congres-
sional letter was sent to FWS urging a phaseout  
of pesticide use in refuges. 

Protecting Birds
We acted to support conservation of bird habitat, 
research, monitoring, outreach, and education  
under the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Enhancement Act (NMBCA), an innovative and  
cost-effective approach to the conservation of the 
more than 350 neotropical bird species in the  
U.S. that travel to Central and South America,  
the Caribbean, and Canada every year. 

Photos: cascoly; (inset, left to right) Getty/JillLang; Getty/Starvingphotographer

https://science.sciencemag.org/cgi/doi/10.1126/science.aax9931
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2020/03/monarch-population-under-threat-from-pesticide-use-and-habitat-loss-decline-by-half-in-one-year/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2019/07/trump-administration-dealt-multiple-blows-to-honey-bees-this-month/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2019/09/study-finds-three-billion-birds-lost-since-1970-early-mornings-are-strangely-silent-where-once-they-were-filled-with-the-beauty-of-bird-song/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2019/09/study-finds-three-billion-birds-lost-since-1970-early-mornings-are-strangely-silent-where-once-they-were-filled-with-the-beauty-of-bird-song/
https://beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/2020/03/glyphosate-causes-biodiversity-loss-in-freshwater-ecosystems/
https://www.pnas.org/content/107/10/4612
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Values Drive Community  
Pesticide Restrictions
Given gaps in federal and state laws Protecting Hawai’i  

with Vision
Our Hawai’i program protects a fragile  
ecosystem and its residents, serving as a 
model for work in the U.S. and worldwide.

MAUI COUNTY PESTICIDE-FREE 
LANDSCAPING
With Maui Nui Marine Resource Council  
and reef safe landscaping certification, we 
are teaching about pesticides and organic 
practices. 

HERBICIDE-FREE ROADWAY  
RIGHTS-OF-WAY
Responding to our efforts, Hawai’i County (Big 
Island) announced it would follow Maui and 
eliminate herbicide spraying along roadways.

GROWING THE FOOD HUB AND  
INSTITUTIONALIZING ORGANIC 
After partnering to launch the Maui Food  
Hub during the pandemic to ensure a reliable 
source of local food, we continue to help 
grow this farmer-consumer model for organic 
food production. With the Maui County  
Department of Agriculture, we are develop-
ing a strategic plan to include resources to 
support organic certification for farmers. 

FIRE RELIEF
With the devastating fires in Lahaina and  
Upcountry Maui resulting from the kind of 
extractive land management that we are  
fighting, we shifted to offer support in a time 
of crisis to the affected communities. We 
pitched in to meet basic human needs and 
assist with the development of a Lahaina 
Community Land Trust.

Continuing our historical commitment to com- 
munity-based decision making for the protection 
of health and the environment, we are regularly 

fighting the ongoing pro-pesticide lobby’s attempts to 
quash local authority—now being negotiated in the 
2023 Farm Bill—to restrict pesticides more stringently 
than the state and federal government. 

Giving Voice to Local Rights
With our advocacy, over 120 local officials sent a letter 
to Congress explaining their concern. Some said:

Mayor Daniel Biss, City of Evanston, IL: “It is  
critical that local governments have tools to protect the 
health of our residents and safeguard our environment. 
The federal government should not tie the hands of  
local lawmakers aiming to address ongoing crises  
relating to health, biodiversity, and climate change. 
Congress should be expanding the authorities available 
to local governments to address these concerns, not  
limiting them.” 

Mayor Aaron Brockett, City of Boulder, CO:  
“There is increasing scientific evidence showing that  
pesticides harm human health, threaten biodiversity, 
and weaken the natural systems upon which human  
survival depends. Local governments need to be given 
the ability to make decisions about how to best protect 
their community, their children, and the natural world 
from these toxic substances.” 

Councilwoman Sara Continenza, South Euclid, 
OH: “I am opposed to any sort of preemption . . .   
particularly as it relates to the ability of municipalities  
to regulate chemicals. We passed an ordinance ban-
ning pesticides on public property due to the extensive 
evidence of the harm it causes. There are extensive   
options for natural products and practices . . . without 
causing harmful algae blooms in our lakes or creating 
toxic hazards to humans and pets.” 

Pexels/Leah Kelley

Getty/ademyan
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systems —agroecology, organic 
perma-culture, ecological agri-
culture, holistic grazing, biologi-
cal agriculture, and organic 
agroforestry. Dr. Leu previously 
served as president of IFOAM—
Organics International, the in-

ternational umbrella organization for the organic 
sector with 850 member organizations in 127 coun-
tries. His most recent book, Growing Life: Regenera-
tive Farming and Ranching, explores organic regen-
erative systems being adopted worldwide, which, he 
says, “require a shift in the mindset of the land man-
ager and operator, away from being primarily reliant 
on external inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides, 
and toward dependence on knowledge, measure-
ment, and management.” Dr. Leu and his wife,  
Julia, own and manage an organic tropical fruit 
farm in Daintree, Australia.

SESS ION 2
Environmental Justice
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1963) said, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are 
caught  in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied 
in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.” Sixty years later, people 
of color in the U.S. and around the world struggle 
with inequities that cause disproportionate risk in 
ways that are institutionalized in the economic and 
social system—given the toxic legacy, high-risk  
occupational exposures (e.g., farmworkers, land-
scapers, chemical manufacturing), manufacturing 
emissions to fenceline communities, pesticide drift in 

Center for Community Pesticide  
and Alternatives Information
40TH NATIONAL FORUM: FORGING A FUTURE WITH NATURE—THE EXISTENTIAL  
CHALLENGE TO END PETROCHEMICAL PESTICIDE AND FERTILIZER USE

The Center provides a place for people and 
policy makers to contact Beyond Pesticides  
for assistance on a wide range of questions 

relating to pesticide hazards, policy, and alternative 
nontoxic management practices. The Center houses 
our unique databases, accessible on our website, 
on hazards, alternatives, and strategies.

National Forum Series 
The Forum is an important opportunity to connect 
with those working as scientists, advocates, land 
managers (from gardens, parks, play fields to 
farms), and public decision makers about steps  
being taken and action needed to prevent cata-
strophic collapse of the natural systems that sustain 
life. The goal of the Forum Series is to enable  
a collective strategy to address existential health,  
biodiversity, and climate threats and chart a path 
for a livable and sustainable future. We come  
together to empower effective action. The Forum 
was divided into three sessions that addressed  
biodiversity health and the organic solution, envi-
ronmental justice, and community strategies for  
advancing, adopting, and implementing change. 

SESS ION 1 
Ecosystem Health and the  
Organic Solution
We see solutions in thinking and acting holistically 
in sync with nature. In this respect, we learn from 
nature. Nature functions with complex interactions, 
relationships that are multi-dimensional. In nature, 
adversity is overcome by balance. Birds cannot live 

without insects. Pollinators do not exist without nectar, 
and flowering plants and many food crops do not 
produce without pollinators or productivity suffers. 
Nutrients in soil are not cycled without healthy soil 
organisms (soil health). These interrelationships  
are interdependencies that are easily disrupted. 

SPEAKERS
David Goulson, PhD
The data, as Dr. Goulson docu-
ments, describes the importance 
of nature in contributing to the 
web of life that sustains the rich 
diversity needed for a healthy 

planet. Dr. Goulson is a professor of biology at the 
University of Sussex in Great Britain, the founder  
of the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, a fellow of  
the Royal Entomological Society, a trustee of Pesticide 
Action Network UK, an ambassador for the UK 
Wildlife Trusts, and author of more than 300 scien-
tific articles on ecology and conservation of insects. 
In his book, Silent Earth: Averting the Insect Apoca-
lypse (2021), Dr. Goulson writes, “We have to learn 
to live in harmony with nature, seeing ourselves  
as part of it, not trying to rule and control it with  
an iron fist. Our survival depends on it, as does  
that of the glorious pageant of life with which  
we share out planet.”

André Leu, DSc
As a leader in advancing organic agriculture,  
Dr. Leu is the international director of Regenera- 
tion International, with more than 370 partners in 
70 countries, working with numerous agricultural  

A recording of each session is 
available at bp-dc.org/Forum2023

https://www.ifoam.bio/
https://www.ifoam.bio/
bp-dc.org/Forum2023
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agricultural communities, and the continuing regis-
tration and use of toxic pesticides that cause dispro-
portionate adverse effects to people of color and 
their communities. In 2021, the United Nations Human 
Rights Council declared “the human right to a clean, 
healthy, and sustainable environment. . . is an im-
portant catalyst for change, being crucial for the 
right to life, food, and decent work, among others.” 

SPEAKERS
Marcos Orellana, PhD 
Dr. Orellana, the United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on toxics  
and human rights, is an expert  
in international law and the law 
on human rights and the environ-

ment. He teaches at the American University Wash-
ington College of Law. Dr. Orellana said, after a  
visit to South Africa in September, “The term ‘envi-
ronmental racism’ describes institutionalized discrimi-
nation based on race or colour.” He has worked with 
U.N. agencies, governments, and nongovernmental 
organizations, including on waste and chemical issues. 
He has intervened in cases before the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights, the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea, the International Centre for 
Settlement of Investment Disputes, and the World 
Trade Organization’s Appellate Body. He represented 
the eight-nations Independent Association of Latin 
America and the Caribbean on the Paris Agreement 
on Climate Change. He previously worked for the 
Center for International Environmental Law. 

Jayson Maurice  
Porter, PhD
Dr. Porter is an environmental 
historian of Mexico and the 
Americas and teaches science 
and technology studies, material 
culture, and black geographies 

in Latin America. Dr. Porter focuses on oilseeds,  
agrochemicals, environmental justice, and ecological 
violence. He is an editorial board member of the 

North American Congress on Latin America and  
a Voss Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute at Brown 
University for Environment and Society (2022), and 
he recently began teaching in the Department of 
History at the University of Maryland, College Park. 
Dr. Porter’s research has traced the history of  
arsenic mining and use as an insecticide that has 
left a legacy of poisoning, pesticide dependency, 
and contamination. Dr. Porter is the author of  
Agrochemicals, Environmental Racism, and Environ-
mental Justice in U.S. History (Organic Center, 2022), 
and coauthor of Cotton, Whiteness, and Poisons.  

SESS ION 3
Transformative Community-Based 
Change from the Ground Up
Managing Parks and Playing Fields with  
Organic Practices and Policies
Communities are adopting model approaches  
to grassroots advocacy, public policy, and land 
management that teach and implement respect for 
nature and ecosystem services, such as the natural 
cycling of nitrogen and disease resistance—resulting 
in resilient plants, landscapes, parks and playing 
fields, and reduce the existential threats to health, 
biodiversity, and climate. The focus is on building 
organic matter and biological life in the soil to 
nourish plants. The result—beautiful landscapes 
that are cost-effective to manage. The approach 
utilizes practices and materials defined in federal 
organic law, with a systems soil-building approach 
that enhances biodiversity.

SPEAKERS
Chip Osborne
Mr. Osborne is a nationally  
renowned organic turfgrass  
expert and a professional horti-
culturist with 40 years experience, 
including 20 years in greenhouse 

production as the former owner and operator of 
Osborne Florist and Greenhouse in Marblehead, 
Massachusetts. As founder and president of Osborne 

Organics in Cape Neddick, ME, he has over 20 
years experience in creating safe, sustainable, and 
healthy athletic fields and landscapes that are man-
aged cost-effectively with organic practices across 
the U.S. He has served in elective office as the chair 
of Marblehead’s Recreation and Parks Commission 
for 20 years. 

Avery Kamila
Ms. Kamila cofounded Portland 
Protectors to bring together 
Maine citizens to end the use and 
sale of synthetic lawn care pesti-
cides and fertilizers in her coastal 
city. Portland Protectors says, “We 

strive to protect our kids, pets, bees, soil, and Casco 
Bay from these toxic chemicals, as they drift around 
neighborhoods and leach into the public water  
systems.” After the passage of Portland’s 2018 ordi-
nance only allowing organic compatible practices 
and products on public and private land in the city, 
Ms. Kamila was appointed to the city’s Landcare 
Management Advisory Committee, created in  
the ordinance. 

Ben Gratton
Mr. Gratton (parks supervisor, 
Parks, Open Space, and Trails 
Department, Longmont, Colorado) 
has been maintaining and trans-
forming municipal landscapes 
across the Front Range for nearly 

15 years. Using his degree in landscape horticulture, 
Colorado State University, he supervises the man-
agement of more than 600 acres.  Mr. Gratton  
has managed pilot sites in Longmont Colorado as  
a part of Beyond Pesticides’ Parks for a Sustainable 
Future program. He told the Longmont Leader,  
“Instead of using pesticides, Longmont selects  
turfgrass with more aggressive rhizomes—under-
ground stems—to outcompete weed seeds, engages 
in more frequent core aeration and in overseeding  
to decrease weed pressure dramatically.” 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102582
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102582
https://osborneorganics.com/about-chip-osborne-jr/
https://osborneorganics.com/about-chip-osborne-jr/
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Facing Existential Crises with Foundational Change
Bringing communities together for transformative goals

Rachel Carson, a marine biologist 
in what is now the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service— while most  

associated with the banning of DDT 
through her book Silent Spring— 
first and foremost educated us on   
the complexity of biological systems. 
In pointing out the pesticide depen-
dency treadmill, she implored us   
to “make wider use of alternative 
methods.”

HISTORIC CALL  
FOR A DIFFERENT PATH

The current 
regulatory  
approach to 
chemical re-
strictions and 
mitigation of 
risks, however 
righteous, has 

failed to meet the existential health, 
biodiversity, and climate challenges 
and the rigorous adoption of alterna-
tives to pesticides. Pesticide reduction 
strategies—adoption of nebulous  
“sustainable” practices, the Green 
Revolution, integrated pest manage-
ment, and now “regenerative”—are 
all without clear definitions and an 
enforcement mechanism that recog-
nize the complex interrelationships 
that make up the ecosystems on 
which life depends. Our program 

calls for fundamental changes in how 
we manage land in our communities 
without petrochemical pesticides and 
fertilizers that contribute to the crises.

BUILDING LOCAL COALITIONS
Our work  
with grass-
roots people, 
organizations, 
elected offi-
cials, and  
institutions   
in our commu-

nities envisions a transition to holistic, 
organic land management practices, 
with a clear understanding of synthetic 
pesticide and fertilizer hazards. 

IDENTIFYING CURRENT  
POLICY DEFECTS

In our work, 
we point to 
EPA’s review 
process  
(exemplified 
by specific 
chemicals  
under review), 

its inability to control where pesticides 
move through air and into water, food, 
and soil, in parks, schools, playing 
fields, and throughout communities. 
We point to the effects of low-level 
exposure and the damage petro-
chemicals do to soil health, reducing 

nature’s ability to draw down atmo-
spheric carbon and ameliorate the 
climate crisis. We show dispropor-
tionate harm to people of color and 
those, like farmworkers and land-
scapers, experiencing occupational 
exposure. Then, we point to the fact 
that we can improve our quality of 
life, enhance productivity and resil-
iency, increase profitability, and better 
protect against insect-borne diseases, 
with clearly defined regenerative  
organic systems that eliminate petro-
chemical pesticides and fertilizers.

COLLABORATING FOR  
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE

After recog-
nizing all the 
disruption that 
pesticides have 
caused, we 
have a choice 
for future  
action:

• Do we continue to manipulate 
data with huge uncertainties, arbi-
trary margins of safety, uncertain 
and incomplete risk assessments 
and mitigation measures, and 
chemical restrictions and “bench-
marks” that accept unrealistic  
assumptions of exposure with no 
attention to preexisting diseases  
or vulnerabilities? OR 

• Do we adopt a fundamental 
change with a precautionary  
approach that advances nontoxic 
practices as a community, state, 
national, and international man-
date? The good news: The latter is 
already happening at the commu-
nity and farm and gardening level. 

  
ON COST

On the issue 
of expense, it 
is not the case 
that regenera-
tive organic  
is ultimately 
more expen-
sive from a 

management standpoint, especially 
when calculating the health and  
environmental costs. 

FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE
With our work, 
we are making 
a cultural and 
policy shift. 
The clarity  
and urgency 
of our strategy 
in communi-

ties have come into exquisite focus  
to protect ecosystems and in so  
doing protect the environment  
that supports life.
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Publications & Communications
Tools for action

Updated  
Chemical  
Factsheets that  
Inform Action
The updating of our  
factsheet on some of  
the most widely used 
insecticides in homes 
and communities for  
a range of crawling  
and flying insects—the 
synthetic pyrethroids—
makes available  
information that steers 
people and communities 
to alternative land man-
agement practices and 
products, when used 
with our information  
on safe practices.  

Pesticides and You
Special issue, Transformative 
Change: Informed by Science,  
Policy, and Action, a companion 
issue to Retrospective 2021:   
Call to Urgent Action, captures  
the increasing urgency of the  
petrochemical pesticide and  
fertilizer threat to health,   
biodiversity, and climate, and  
actions being taken to chart  
a path for a livable future.

Keeping Organic Strong 
Reviews issues before National  
Organic Standards Boards, provides  
Beyond Pesticides’ comments and links 
for the submission of public comments.

Beyond Pesticides’ communications strategy continues to provide people, organizations, 
and influencers in their community with the information that is needed to effect 
change. We view our information channels and the issues we cover as an opportunity 

to engage with our approach to eliminating toxic pesticides and fertilizers and advancing 
the adoption of organic practices and products. To ensure that those we work with have 
the most up-to-date information, we are continually tracking the science on adverse  
effects and alternatives, updating our databases on hazards and safe practices, and  
developing materials that empower action. (See back cover for list of databases.)

40 Most Commonly  
Landscape Chemicals
We expanded our most popular 
factsheets, Health and Environ-
mental Effects of 40 Commonly 
Used Lawn Pesticides from 30  
to 40 chemicals and continue  
to distribute this widely as  
a tool for action.

Pesticide Free Zones
Continues widespread distribution 
of Pesticide Free Zone and Organic 
Landscape signs.
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Infographic
Provides quick overview of key points on 
critical issues, used as a tool for community 
education and outreach.

Visit Our Website
For cutting-edge resources on  
science, policy, and action.
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2022 Financial Statement
R E V E N U E
Fund Balance (Jan. 1, 2022)  $2,909,927 

Endowment (Jan. 1, 2022)  155,047 

Grant Support  943,300

Contributions  347,718 

Contract Revenue  75,000 

Membership Dues  4,609 

Publications Sales  7,960 

Rental Income  69,750 

Interest Income  9,287 

Other Income  261 

TOTAL  $4,522,859

E X P E N D I T U R E S
Salaries, Taxes & Benefits  $751,751 

Printing & Duplication  28,102 

Postage & Shipping  3,148 

Telephone & Webpage  19,218 

Travel  31,393

Consultants  378,591 

Legal & Accounting  91,727 

Supplies  3,409 

Publications/Subscriptions  1,706

Grants  452,738 

Interest Expense (on mortgage)  34,035 

Utilities  7,987 

Repairs & Maintenance  15,280 

Security  2,808 

Insurance  16,643 

Real Estate Taxes  58,184 

Depreciation  28,288 

Licenses & Registrations  3,830 

Bank & Credit Card Fees  5,576 

Miscellaneous  2,117 

TOTAL  $1,936,531 

Fund Balance (Dec. 31, 2022)  $2,429,861 
Endowment Fund (Dec. 31, 2022)  $156,467

The figures above are drawn from an audit of Beyond Pesticides 
that was conducted by Kronzek, Fisher & Lopez PLLC, Certified 
Public Accountants, Washington, DC for the fiscal year 2022.
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FORUM SPONSORS OF 40TH NATIONAL FORUM

Inspector General Finds Secret EPA Meetings 
with Industry and Use of Untested Science to 
Lower Cancer Risk for Dangerous Fumigant—
July 26, 2022 

Monarchs Listed as Endangered by  
International Safety Group, while U.S. Fails  
To Take Meaningful Action—July 26, 2022 

Scientific Literature Review Again Connects 
Pesticides and Male Fertility Problems— 
August 3, 2022 

Pesticides in Sediment Contribute to Second-
ary Source of Chemical Pollution in Aquatic  
Environments—October 4, 2023 

Climate-Friendly Organic Systems Are  
More Profitable for Farmers than Chemical-
Intensive Agriculture—December 2, 2022 

Estrogen-Mediated Cancers in Humans Have 
Links to Endocrine Disrupting Pesticides— 
December 13, 2022 

Pollinator Decline Leads to Crop Losses,  
Malnutrition, and Highest Threat to Low  
Income—January 10, 2023 

EPA, USDA, and Interior Challenged  
To Incorporate in All Decisions Impact on  
Climate Crisis, from Soil to Pesticides— 
January 23, 2023  

Taking a Holistic, Community-Based  
Approach to Toxic Pesticide Use To Achieve 
Environmental Justice—February 6, 2023 

Garden Pesticide Use Harms Local Bird  
Populations, Study Authors Say “We Should 
Simply Ban These Poisons”—February 8, 2023 

Maui County, Hawai’i Leads Nation in  
Supporting Transition to Organic Agriculture 
with New Law—March 15, 2023 

Office of the Inspector General Slams EPA  
for Betraying Scientific Integrity . . . Again—
March 31, 2023  

Crop Diversification with Intercropping   
Effective at Reducing Pest Pressures, Study 
Finds—April 18, 2023  

More Data Shows Failure of Crops Genetically 
Engineered To Incorporate Insecticide— 
April 21, 2023

Petrochemical Pesticides and Fertilizers Linked 
to “Shocking” Health and Environmental  
Crises—April 25, 2023

Europe Moves To Disclose and Restrict  
Endocrine Disruptors, while U.S. Rejects   
Action—May 2, 2023

New York City Parks Dept. and Advocates  
Announce Organic Demonstration Sites  
Following Passage of Law—June 1, 2023

Pesticide Threat to Pollinators Decreases  
Agricultural and Economic Productivity, and 
Food Security—June 22, 2023

Key Issues serving as the basis for action
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$250 to $499
SA Andaluz n Meredith Armstrong n Leila Baroody n Walt Breitinger n Anita Camacho n Christopher 
Canipe n Pamela Coleman n Debi Combs n Beth Conrey n Dewi Djunaidy n Woodson Duncan n Anne 
Duggan n Bridget Eberhardt n Susan Elam n Cheryl Feldman n Kathleen A Gaffney n Barbara Gelfand 
n Pamela Gelgud n Norma Grier n Sherry Hansen n Lee Horowitz n Terry Jess n Elizabeth Kain n 
Joanne Kalnitz n Patrick Klavon n David Lerner and Eva Pannabecker n Richard Lowerre n Marlowe 
McAnear n Michelle Miller n Allan Peterson n Julie Rawson n Jennifer Robbins n Paula Rogovin  n 
John Schlitter n Marthe Schulwolf n Pam Scott n Karen Sharples n Kathy Smachlo n Wesley and Lisa 
Smith n Eleanor Smithwick n Ginger Souders-Mason n Katherine Subramanian n Louise Washer n 
Robert Wendelgass n Judith West n Krishna Winston n Sheryl Wooley and Skip Bannon n Shahtaji 
Giving Fund 

$100 to $249
Thomas Aageson n Julie Abbott n Nancy Alderman n Darryl Alexander n Alice Artzt n Richard and 
Joanne Barsanti n Carol Bass n Thomas Bath n Jacqueline Belwood n Mike and Andrea Benco n  
Teresa Bennett n Rita Berberian n Ruth Berlin n Ann Berwald n Alida Birch n Barbara Bogard n Glenn 
and Marilyn Borchardt n Michelle Borodinsky n Southern Botanicals n Kirsten Brashares n Michael 
Brondino n Paula Brooks n Kirsten Burger n Hallie Carroll n Margaret Carter n Chemical Sensitivity 
Disorders Association n Lisa Claydon n Joan Clement n Ann Morris Cockrell n Jonathan Cofsky n Alan 
Cohen n Paula Colby n Kathy Collins n Vivian Collins n Ursula Collinson n Lisa Compres n Jan Conley 
n Deborah Cook n Karen Cortesi n Susan Coryell n Parker Councill n Claire Cummings n Katrina Daly 
n Dayton Area Wild Ones Chapter n Oliver Deckey n Jan Dietrick n Peter DiPaola n Aram Durphy n 
Janet Ebert n EBSCO n Mary Caryl Elmore n Kirsten and Larry Enzinger n Janice Erickson n Joan L. 
Farb n JB Farley n Jay Feldman n Karen Felzer n Douglas Franks n Mary Fraser n Howard Freed, MD 
n Barbara Fullerton n Janet Garber n Theo Giesy n Anastasia Glikshtern n Dorothy Goehring-
Somalwar and Sunil Somalwar n Gay Goodman n Lawrence and Patricia Gordin n Maxine Gordon n 
Alexandra Grabbe n Susan Grad n Deborah Green n Nancy Greenspan n Ann Grodin n Peter Guerrero 
n Ann Hanscom n Charesa Harper n Shannon Healey n Melinda Hemmelgarn n Debra Herring n 
Ansuya Hesse n Anna Hillegass n Lindy Hinrichs n Paule Hjertaas n Carole Hodges n Janet Hofmann 
n Dwight Holmes n Martin Honegger n Annette Hopkins n Rebecca Horton and Craig Haggart n Sarah 
Jenkins n Molly Jennings n Matt Keffalas n Christy Kennedy n Connie and Mike Kline n Cecily Kohler 
n Robert Krueger n Michael Kunkel n Martha Lanigan n Gayle Larson n Kristina Lefever n Karen Lemay 
n Laurie and Roger Lohrer n Shay Lunseth n Gregg and Lili Lustig n Alexander MacInnis n Nadia 
Malarkey n Edward Maltby n Beth Marrus n Rita Marth n Janet Marx n Mary McAllister n Patricia 
McGovern n Peggy McGrath n Elizabeth Good and Nicholas Meier n Margaret Mellon n Metalitz and 
Gage Family Fund n Sarah Middeleer n Dana Miller n Joseph Miller  n Kay Moesser n Margot Monson 
n Clyde Morgan n Jim Morris n Nancy Mullens n Jonathan Nash n Bryson Newell n Linda Nicholes n 
Trix Niernberger  n Emelie Olson n Omaha Community Foundation n One Earth Collective n Paula 
Pace n Jeannine Palms n Louise Pape n Augustin Parker n M. Patrice Waits n Alan Perlman n Randa 
Phillips n Pollinator Friendly Alliance n Roberta Ponce-Barger n Grayson Porter n Warren Porter n 
Susan Presser n Helen Price n Christi Quatro n Joseph Quirk n Eleanor Rasnow n Ann Rauch n Casey 
Ravenhurst  n Eleanore Reader-Popjoy n Diana Kay Reed n Diana Reeves n Ann Reichsman n Routt 
Reigart, MD n Scott Rice n Robert Rivoir n Elisabeth Roberts n Susan Robertson n Jim Rompel n Liz 
Ryan and Steve Langan n Fulcor Sagl n Michael Sampson n Jeffrey Sanders n Julia Sarr n Mary 
Schneider  n Susan Searles n Susan Selbin n Harriet Sharp n Roberta Shistar Lynch n Richard Sigler n 
Robert Simon n Bunny Simoneau n Claudia Slater n Elizabeth Smigel n Angela Smith and Erik 
Tryggestad n John Smith n Heather Spalding n Mary Spratt n Susan Spring n Laurel Starr n Greg 
Steuck n Michael Sullivan n Kathleen Susman n Dana Swisher  n Maria Szokolai n Cynthia Taylor n 
Torre Taylor n Rene Thomas n Elizabeth Tobier n Lana Touchstone n Heidi Valles n Gail Veiby n James 
G. Waits Jr. n Shelly Warder n Louise Washer n  Laura Weinberg n Steve Weiss n Michele Welton n 
Angie Williams n Mary Wilson n Rose Ann and R.A. Witt n Charles and Nancy Wohlenberg n Claudia 
Metz and Tom Woodworth n Betsy Wrenn n Randall Ziglar

A Heartfelt Thank You to Beyond Pesticides Supporters (2022)

$20,000 and above
Ayudar Foundation
Ceres Trust
Frost Family Foundation
Head and Heart Foundation
The Healy Foundation
Marisla Foundation
Natural Grocers
Park Foundation
Carroll Petrie Foundation
T. Rowe Price Program  

for Charitable Giving
Fred and Alice Stanback
Stonyfield Organic
Lucy Waletzky, MD
Woodland Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999
Anonymous
William C. Bullitt Foundation
Firedoll Foundation
Frey Vineyards
Sulara James
Christopher Wurtele

$5,000 to $9,999
Marjorie Klayman
Herbert Marks
Sears-Swetland Family Foundation
Stockel Family Foundation
David Wimberley

$1,000 to $4,999
Laura Brestelli
James Brooks and Laura Graves
Dawn Cacciotti
Caroline Cox
William Crist
Flo Feldman
Mary Gant
Give Lively Foundation
Sharon and Richard Jacobsen
Marlene Jensen
Susan JunFish and Jeremy Fish
David Katz Foundation
Stella King
Charles Kotalik
Mary Langeron

Julie Lindholm
Liza and Drew Lucy
Ralph Nader
Naturepedic
Chip Osborne
Flavio Protasio Ribeiro
Public Safety Research Institute
Barb Rumer
Sandpiper Fund
David Schneider
Eli Schwartz
Mike Serant
Terry Shistar and Karl Birns
Mark Whitcomb
Winky Foundation
Susan Wolf and Robert Bernstein

$500 to $999
Judy Adler
Loryn and Don Ankeny
Tricia Berry
John Bruce
Maria Burke
Eric Celidonio
Caron Chess
Martha Clatterbaugh
Robert Crandall
Paula Dinerstein and David Conrad
Marilyn Doerr
Camille Dull
Lynn and Mark Erickson
Patricia and Eric Fast
Kristin and Stephen Fuhrmann Clark
John Guffey
Pat Holland
Suzanne Hume
Ron Juftes, Seven Springs Farm
Karl Knowles
Parris Lampropoulos
Sue Perley
Jennifer Pick
Karl and Katherine Poehlmann
Tina Rasnow
Michael Rosen
Kathy Sykes
Claire Whitcomb and Howard Klein
Karen Zizmor and Bruce Rinaldi



Beyond Pesticides works with allies in protecting 
public health and the environment to lead the 
transition to a world free of toxic pesticides. 

Our work is based on two science-based premises: (i) scientific understanding 
of the toxic pesticide and fertilizer problem is key to motivating action, and 
(ii) proven, efficacious, and cost-effective solutions are available. The clarity 

and urgency of our conversation and strategy in communities have come into   
exquisite focus on: first, a frightening range of pesticide-induced health threats; 
second, biodiversity collapse and associated contamination of air, land, and water; 
and, third, the climate emergency. All these crises—which intersect with fossil fuel-
based pesticides and fertilizers—are upon us. To turn things around requires us to be 
holistic in our thinking—and put an end to petrochemical pesticides and fertilizers.

We facilitate activism of a broad range of community leaders and emerging lead-
ers to: (i) transform their community’s and state’s approach to land management 
with organic practices, and (ii) hold public officials at all levels accountable to   
standards of health and environmental protection. We provide technical assistance 
to: (i) elevate community understanding of the health and environmental threats 
associated with pesticide use (including cradle-to-grave effects); (ii) understand  
current policy deficiencies and chemical and allied industry influence in government 
decision making; (iii) and, effect the transition to holistic organic systems (practices 
and products) that eliminate the use of toxic pesticides and the associated hazards.

Beyond Pesticides’ program uniquely operates at the intersection of policy (as it  
relates to organic and toxic chemical laws at all levels of government) and practices 
that implement a vision for sustainability and regeneration to protect health and  
the environment. In daily contact with grassroots people and organizations, we are 
purposefully flexible in responding to issues in real time and provide assistance to 
the public on a daily basis.

Donations to Beyond Pesticides are tax-deductible. The organization is incorporated 
in Washington, DC as a 501(c)(3) organization under IRS tax code.

BEYOND PESTICIDES
701 E Street, SE  n  Washington, DC 20003  n  202-543-5450 
info@beyondpesticides.org  n  beyondpesticides.org

FOLLOW US           BeyondPesticides           @ByondPesticides           BeyondPesticides           beyond-pesticides

Beyond Pesticides believes  
that people must have a voice in  
decisions that affect them directly. 
To assist in this effort, Beyond  
Pesticides maintains several  
online database resources: 

Gateway on Pesticide Hazards  
and Safe Pest Management 
Lists the health and environmental 
effects of nearly 400 registered  
pesticide active ingredients and  
is searchable by chemical name,  
product name, or health and  
environmental effects.

Eating with a Conscience
Designed to link purchasing decisions 
on food to their production effects  
on workers and the environment, the 
database includes information on all  
of the pesticides that have registered 
tolerance (legal residue) allowances  
by specific crop on over 80 crops.

What the Science Shows
Database of more than 300 studies 
that identifies adverse effects to  
bees and pollinators from pesticides. 
Information also promotes biodiversity,  
organic practices, and local policies.

Pesticide-Induced Diseases  
Database
Presents over 1,400 epidemiologic  
and laboratory studies based on real 
world exposure scenarios that link  
adverse human health effects  
to pesticides.

ManageSafeTM

Organized by pest, this database  
provides all of the resources needed  
to manage pests in the home and  
garden without using harmful  
pesticides. 

All photos were taken by Beyond Pesticides 
staff and friends, unless otherwise noted.

100% Post-Consumer Recycled

Thank you to the hundreds   
of people who support our 
work each year through  
payroll deduction in workplace 
giving campaigns through the 
Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC) by selecting CFC #11429 
on your pledge form. For  
more information, please call  
us at 202-543-5450 or view 
Earth Share’s website at   
earthshare.org. 

Thank you to Patagonia and 
Naturepedic for designating 
Beyond Pesticides in their 2022 
donations through 1% for the 
Planet. Companies participating 
in the program and displaying 
on their labels 1% for the Planet 
commit to donating at least 1% 
of annual sales to environmental 
organizations that are vetted  
by the 1% organization. 
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