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Conclusions & Recommendations

espite warnings about their hazards, wdespread contamnation, levels in hu
nan body tissue and fluids, extrene effects on workers and specia risks to
children, pentachl orophenol and the other wood preservatives have escaped
the regul ation necessary to adequately protect pudlic health and the environ

nent. The | atest BPA science review and recent findings
on di oxi n contaninati on associ ated wth penta and treated
uilitypdescdlsfa alreekwththehstay o specid iner-
est pditics that has alowed the continued use of wood
preservatives. They can be econonmical ly replaced by
safer dternative pde naterias, such as sted, coxcrete
and conposite or by burying lines.

Vgod preservatives, used to trest millions of wility pdes
across the country, pose a serious threat to public hedth
and the environnent. \Wod preservatives constitute the
sing e largest pesticide useinthe Lnited Sates, accournt-
ing for nearly one billion pounds annual ly. The chenical s,
used wadely to extend the life of wood products, including
over 10 mllionuility pdes, cotansoned the nost haz-
ardous toxic contannants on the narket. The chenical s
i ncl ude pentachl orophendl, creosote, arsenic and chro-
mumM and contaninants such as dioxin, furans and
hexachl or obenzene. The sol e purpose of these chenical s
istopreserve wood by kil linginsects, bacteriaand fungus.

Rentaleaves atoxic trail, vhichincludes the production of
vood wility pdes, adtheir retrestnent, storage and dis-
posal. There are at least 795 wood preserving facilities
across the country and hundreds of Superfund hazar dous
vaste sites that are contamnated wth penta. Treated pd es
cotinue topdlute after they are taken out of service ad
used as fence posts, bird houses, outdoor cl assroons, or
aher buldng nateria.

Beyond Pestici des/ NCAMP s Poi son Pol es Canpai gn
began wth the devel opnent and distribution of Foi son
Ries: Their Toxic Trail andthe Sifer Aterratives. Poi son
Pol es successfully brought the issue of the w despread
cont aninat i on and poi soni ng fromt he use of wood preser -

vaives on wility pdes ad avalaility of dternaives in
front of utilityindustry executives and deci si on nakers, en
viromenta regd ators, consuner activists, uility regda
tors and the general pubic.

Wth an eye tovard the BEPA s current reeval uation of the
wood preservatives, starting wth penta, Beyond Resti ci des/
NCAMP recogni zed the i nportance of fol l owng up Foi son
Poles wth a survey of utility conpanies. The survey has
provided real world nunibers wth which to neasure the
EPA's risk assessnent of penta. Wat has been di scov-
eredis aarnng.

Uility conpanies, in genera, prefer penta treated wod
wility pdestoany aher type accord ng to survey resuts.
Mst utility conpanies store treated wood utility poes on
site. These stored pol es represent |arge, concentrated res-
ervoirs of penta, and other wood preservatives, that |each
o of the pdesinosol ad goud vater. My uility
conpani es retreat their aging stock of wod poles toin
crease their lifespan. Retreating wood pol es provides a
fresh source of pentato contanmnate our environnent and
our bodies.

Mst aarmingis the najority of utility conpanies that gve
anay or sell their used treated wood pd es to the public.
The unsuspect i ng handy-person that cuts the treated pol es
tosize brings the highy toxic peta and its dead y con
tamnants into even nore i ntinate contact wth the public.

The BPA has determined that penta and its contaminants
do leach out of treated wood utility poes. The BPA has
noted that dioxins intreated wod appear to be the | argest
quartified flowof dioxins intothe environnent. The BPA
cdcuaed cacer risks for childben as aresut o ther ex-
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posure to penta. The agency found that children face a
risk of cancer that is 220 ti nes higher than | evel s deened
accept abl e fromexpasure to soil contannated wth penta
treated wood pol es; the sane penta treated wood pol es
that are planted in countless nei ghborhoods across the
coutry.

EPA recogni zes that the unfortunate people that are ex-
posed to penta on the j ob face an astrononical |y hi gh risk
of cancer. The nest shocking exanple is the risk faced
by people retreating wood poes wth liqud penta, ac-
cording to the BPA they have a 100 percent chance of

getting cancer.

Wat has energed si nce the survey was | aunched i n um
ner 1999 isthewod treatnent and utility industries’ un
wllingness to have a pubic debate on key issues that
affect public heath and environnental safety. The Aneri -
can Wdod Preservers Institute' s efforts to stop the free
flovd infornation to the pldic on besic uwility indstry
practices, as evidenced by its president’s neno telling
uilities nat to cooperate wth the survey, raises serious
concerns about what the industry has to hide. The new
EPA assessnents of extraordi narily high risk associ ated
wth pertatreated utility po es seemto shed light on vy
they want publ i c debat e stopped. Pentachl orophenol and
its contamnants have poi soned and contamnated | ong
enough. The i ndust ry knows this.

Wit Wil it take toreduce and diminate this hunan heal th
and erviromenta threat? It wil take an active pudlic to
push for the adoption of aternatives and a nore aggres-
sive regu aory clinate to provide i nproved protection of
public health and the enviromnent. 1t wil take BPAbresk-
igwthitshstayadit wil takeacdtud shft anthe part

d theuilityindstry.

Taking Action
What people and community groups can do:

Inorder tobegnadaogewthlocd adregod uility
conpani es, Beyond Pesti ci des/ NCAMP devel oped the
survey discussed in this report. (See Appendix B The

survey questions wility copenies ontheir wility pd e prac-
tices

m Ontact your locd wility and arrange for aneeting wth

the chi ef executive officer.

m /sk that the survey be conpleted. |f you cannot get a
neeting, nail the survey. (See Appendi x F)

m Reset thefindngsof Rde R lution ad Roi son Rl es.

m Mkeafornal request that the utility consi der and adopt
a poicy to stop purchasing treated wood pol es and be-
g n purchasing the a ternati ves.

m /sk for aresponse by a specific date

m Begin a comunity drive for the changes you are re-
gestingif theuilityis uresposive

m Grecuate a petition to conmnity and civic organi za
tions, throughreligous institutions, schod groups and | o
cal environnental and social groups to generate support
for changes.

m Hlist locad leaders, suchas pditicians, cergy, educa
tors and others.

m |dentify wod preservative problens in your conmu-
nity or nearby conmunities.

m Ntify the loca nedia (nevspaper, television and ra-
dio) about the canpai gn, the survey and your concerns.

m Hldapudic forumand invite the coomunity and en
geoe the wilities in debete on the sug ect.

Contact EPA

Tell BPA to renove pentachl orophenol fromthe narket
because it is no longer needed. Wite Grao B ower,
Adnministrator, BPA 401 MSreet, SW Vdshington, DC
20460.

Contact Beyond Pesticides/NCAMP for
More Information

701 ESreet, E

Wshi ngt on, DC 20003

202- 543- 5450 (phone) 202-543-4791 (fax)
ncanp@ ecanp. org

wwn beyondpest i ci des. org
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