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Victims of Exposure to Toxic Wood Preservatives Tell Their Stories 
of Illness and Frustration 

 
Five families’ lives have been forever impacted by their exposure to wood preservatives as reported by 
Beyond Pesticides/National Coalition Against the Misuse of Pesticides (Beyond Pesticides) in Pesticides 
and You (Vol. 20, no. 2). These chemicals are in widespread use across the country and the stories are those 
of people in Alabama, Arkansas, Michigan, Montana, and Washington. Wood preservatives are among the 
most toxic chemicals known to humankind and account for over 30% of all pesticides used in the United 
States. The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) silence on wood preservative poisoning and 
contamination represents a longstanding failure on the part of the agency to act in the public interest.  
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