A Public Health Message from 

Your TOWN Health Department

Do you know what this sign REALLY means?
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      The YourTOWN Board of Health recommends homeowners adopt organic lawn and landscape techniques and an integrated pest management (IPM) approach to all pest-related problems. If you have a ipm or opm regulation state it here.

If you would like additional information about organic lawn and garden care classes, contact Your ORG at ### ### ####or www.yourwebsite.org   For information on the health regulation, contact the Board of Health 

### ### ####.  Other resources include the National Coalition for Pesticide-Free Lawns at  www.beyondpesticides.org/pesticidefreelawns/;:  www.grassrootsinfo.org;  www.livinglawn.org; or The YourState Pesticide Bureau www.yourstateagency.state.us.

Many people do not know the meaning of these pesticide warning flags. They indicate that poisonous chemicals have been applied to the turf and that everyone, especially children, should STAY OFF THE GRASS.  A 24-hour waiting period has been shown to be inadequate, as many pesticides can persist on turf and in the soil for months, not days, after an application.

Be aware of the facts about pesticides.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “All pesticides are toxic to some degree.  The commonplace, widespread use of pesticides is both a major environmental problem and a public health issue.  And most pesticides – despite having an EPA registration – have not been adequately tested to determine their effects on people or the environment.”

Overall, children are the most vulnerable to the harmful effects of pesticides due to a variety of physiologic and age-related factors.  Even a single exposure during a critical period of development can cause acute or long-term health problems.  

Herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, and “Weed and Feed”-type products are all examples of pesticides.  Scientific studies link exposure to common lawn care pesticides with an increased risk of several types of cancer, neurological and respiratory diseases, endocrine disruption and birth defects.

 

Adapted from © 2003 Grassroots Environmental Education 516-883-0887 and the Marblehead Pesticide Awareness Committee, MA.

The preceding facts about pesticides are cited references from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances; Journal of the National Cancer Institute; National Academy of Science,; American Journal of Public Health; U.S. General Accounting Office; U.S. Federal Code; and others.
Spring Alert





A PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGE SPONSORED BY THE YourTOWN BOARD OF HEALTH AND THE Local Pesticide AWARENESS 


COMMITTEE  








