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" PASTURE FACT SHEET

One of the central tenets of otganically produced

livestock and livestock products is the requitement that-

animals be given access to pasture.  Current USDA
National Organic Program Regulations require access to
pasture for all ruminant animals [§205.237, §205.239]

In general, the accredited certifiers that are chatged with
enforcing the USDA organic standards have been
_requiring organic livestock producers to meet this
pasture standard since the inception of the program in
2002. However, in recent yeats, it has become clear
that some organic dairies have been permitted to sell
milk as “organic” even though their cows have not had
access to pasture. When challenged about why they are
permitting some dairy operations to skirt the pasture
standatds, USDA’s National Organic Program has
stated .that the regulation is too vague for them to
adequately enforce.

In response to \mdespread protest from organic dairy
producers, consumers, otganic certifiers, and public
interest groups about the lack of adequate enforcement
of the pasture standard by USDA, the agency issued an
Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to solicit
input from the public about the pasture issue. In order
to facilitate this process, a Pasture Symposium was
convened by USDA in Aptil of 2006 in State College,
Pennsylvania to hear from certifiers, farmers,
~ consumers, and industry regarding pasture standards.
At that time, most certifiers and farmers agreed that
specific and quantifiable pasture standards can easily be
implemented by the overwhelming majotity. of certified
organic livestock farmers.

In addition, market research has shown that the major:ity.

-of organic dairy consumers expect that organic cows are
given access to pasture. Four recent sutveys, including
one presented to USDA by Whole Foods at the
Pennsylvania Symposium, have demonstrated such
consumer expectations.
advertising and packaging cleatly give the impression the
organic milk is produced by cows that have access to
pastute. ' '

Consumer and producer support for a strong pastute
standard is well founded.  Pasture intake has been
shown to be scientifically correlated with increased

Otganic dairy product °

levels of healthful vitamins and essential fatty acids in
milk and meat, and well managed pasture reduces input
and energy costs, and conttibutes’ posmvely to carbon
sequestratlon goals.

Based on input received at the Pennsylvania Symposium
and subsequently, USDA had indicated its intention to
issue a Proposed Rule in 2006 to update the organic
standards to make a more specific pasture standard for
organic hvestock :

There is significant, widespread agteement in all sectors
of otganic that a minimum pasture standard must be
implemented ‘and enforced by USDA to ensure the
fulfillment of consumer expectations, and to safeguard
the investments of the overwhelming majority of dairy

» ptoducers who have structured their operatlons to
provide adequate pasture

The language being requested is:

Ruminant livestock must graze pasture for
the growing season but not less than 120
“days per year. The grazed pasture must
provide a significant portion of the total
feed requirement but not less than 30% of
the dry matter intake on an average daily
basis during the growing season.

Despite these facts, and a growing consumet concern
about the integtrity of USDA otganic standards with-
‘regard to dairy products, USDA has failed to issue a
Proposed Rule for pasture standards, and also failed to
enforce the current standard. -

Due to this delay, several Confinéd Animal Feedlot
Operations (CAFOs) have been inappropriately certified
or are currently transitioning to organic productdon.
With the large number .of animals on these operations
(without any pasture),-increasingly significant portions
of the organic milk supply have begun to be sourced
from such non-complying operations.

Below are spec1ﬁc changes to the Regulation being
requested by organic dairy producets and by all of the
member ~ organizations . of the National Ozganic
Coalition.






