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Pesticides and You

News from the National Coalition Against the Misuse of Pesticides (NCAMP)

One in a Series of NCAMP "How-To’s"

Assessing State Pesticide Pollution

Pesticide use triggers a long list of
risks related to manufacturing, trans-
portation, storage, mixing, loading, ap-
plication, disposal and residue. Here
are some ideas for painting a picture of
transportation through disposal risks
in your state.

Notallstates collectand reportdata
an all avenues of exposure to pesti-
cides, and the data is never complete.
Information may be scattered ina num-
ber of differentagencies, thoughinsome
states one agency, for example the state
Right-to-Know office, may collect data
from several others.

ssTransportation spills are a
regular occurrence. Contact the state
department of transportation and ask
about spills of pesticides and agricul-

tural chemicals. The state fire chief and
local firedepartments oftenkeeprecords
of spills and other accidents.

**Accidents at production facili-
ties and storage sites are common. Fire
departments, the state emergency re-
sponse unit for hazardous materials ac-
cidents, and the state Right-to-Know
office are all potential sources of infor-
mation about accidents. EPA's Chemi-
cals in Your Community: A Guide to the
Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know Act lists state contacts.

* *Poisonings may be reported to
poison control centers or hospitals. A
few states keep records of poisonings in
the agency that regulates pesticides or
the health department. Farmworker or-
ganizations and clinics may also record

occupational poisonings.

*eMixing and loading spills
may be handled by the state agency
that regulates pesticides, the spill re-
sponse agency, or theagency that regu-
lates hazardous waste.

*+*Contaminated sites poten-
tially requiring attention under Super-
fund orastate clean-up programshould
belisted by the state lead agency for the
Superfund program. These may include
storage, disposal and treatment sites.

» eWildlife poisonings and fish
kills related to pesticide use may be
recorded by the state wildlife or fish
and game agency, or the state environ-
mental agency. The state apiarist, usu-
ally affiliated with the cooperative ex-
tension agency, may have an estimate
of the number of beehives affected.

NCAMP would like to know how
much environmental damage pesti-
cides are doing in your state.




