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FOIA Fee Waivers, Revisited

seeWhat is the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA)? FOIA pro-
vides citizens with access to any writ-
ten federal agency records.

*e*How does FOIA work? Anyonc
canmakea FOIA request forany “rea-
sonably described” agency-held rec-
ord, including internal memos, label-
inginformation and healthand safety
data. "Trade secret” data is not avail-
able. Requests should beas specificas
possible. For pesticide related infor-
mation make requests in writing to:
Public Information Officer, EPA-Of-
fice of Pesticide Programs, Freedom
of Information Office, 401 M St., SW,
Washington, DC 20460. The agency
must respond within 10 work days.

eeeWho's eligible for a fee waiver?
Requesters who can demonstrate that
the information requested  will “con-
tribute significantly to public under-
standing of the operations or activities
of the government and is not primarily
in the commercial interest of the re-
quester” may apply for a fee waiver
under FOIA section 2.120(Federal Regis-
ter 53(2):214-219, Jan. 5, 1988). Fee waiv-
ers will usually be granted to non-par-
tisan, non-profit organizations.

essHow can I apply for a fee

waiver? Under 1988 regs., EPA asks
for the following information for a fee

waiver: (i) a clear statement of your in-
terest in the requested documents; (ii)
the use proposed for the documentsand

whether you will derive income or

other benefit from such use; (iii) a

statement of how the public will

benefit from such use and from the

release of the requested documents;

(iv) if specialized use of the docu-

ments or information is contem-

plated, a statement of your qualifica-

tions that are relevant to the special-

ized use; and (v) a statement indicat-

ing how you plan to disseminate the

documents or information to the

public. A lengthy explanation is not

necessary (a page is enough), but you

must assure EPA that you will not

profit from the information, and that

theinformationwill be distributed to

the general public.

ss*Does FOIA apply to states?
No, butmany states have some kind of
similar law, often called an “Open
Records Act,” which can be used.




