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N a t i o n a l  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  P e s t i c i d e - F r e e  L a w n s 
Conference Call Notes

Thursday, February 23, 2006

PARTICIPANTS

	Jim Purchio, Earth Crew, CA
	Suzanne, Earth Crew, CA

	Brian Smith, CCE, NY
	Philip Dickey, Washington Toxics Coalition

	Caroline Kennedy, Defenders of Wildlife, DC
	Doug Wood, Grassroots Enviro Edu, NY

	Charlotte Wells, Texans for Alts to Pesticides
	Eileen Gunn, Beyond Pesticides, DC

	Tess Karwowski, Michigan Enviro Council
	Jane Nogaki, New Jersey Environmental Federation

	Ginger Souders-Mason, Marin Beyond Pesticides, CA
	Jay, Beyond Pesticides

John, Beyond Pesticides


INTRODUCTIONS:

Eileen Gunn, the newest staff member at Beyond Pesticides started this week and will be coordinating the Pesticide Free Lawns Campaign. Eileen recently worked as the Community Program Manager at the Toxics Use Reduction Institute at UMASS Lowell where she conducted education and outreach on toxics and toxics use reduction through a community grant and education program.  She worked extensively with pesticide awareness groups around the state for the past seven years. 

UPDATES FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY:

Philip, WA – Announced that Seattle is announcing 8 new pesticide free zone parks bringing the total up to 22! They will all be using the Campaigns lawn signs.

Jane, NJ – The Pesticide Free Lawns Campaign is now on NJ’s Clean Water Action’s website at http://www.cleanwateraction.org/njef. It looks great. There was a question about whether other State Clean Water Actions would be doing the same.

Beyond Pesticides, DC – The new Safe Lawn Door Hangers will be available at the end of March. They are designed similar to a hotel Do Not Disturb sign and can be used to alert neighbors to the dangers of pesticides and the availability of alternatives. The Door Hanger was featured in the last issue of PAY and was emailed to the group again before the phone conference.There is still one more week to send any comments to jkepner@beyondpesticides.org.  This will also be featured in the upcoming Grassroots News.

Rachel Rosenberg,IL -  Emailed that she was presenting at the Family Farmed Expo on Saturday, March 11 as part of a panel discussion, "Organic Lawn Care 101." Also, she has hired an intern to really push the sales of the PFZ signs to various places.

HOME DEPOT (HD)CAMPAIGN UPDATES

Suzanne and Jim from EarthCrew gave an update on approaching HD to sell their certified organic products for lawn care. They have the manufacturing ability to supply to all HD’s. Upon approaching HD EarthCrew was contacted immediately by HD external affairs office. EarthCrew found that in order to sell products you must purchase shelf space and front the cost of all the products until they are sold, then HD takes a percentage of the profits. EarthCrew offered a private labeling deal where HD’s name would be on their product and be sold at a cost competitive price. This would allow HD to change their image and open a whole new profit-making line of products. HD is very interested and EarthCrew will be meeting with HD representatives in Atlanta very soon. 

There was a discussion about the status of the regional efforts to approach HD. Eileen will come up to speed on most recent activities and discuss during next conference call. We will determine what follow up needs to happen at the National level and whether there should be another take-in letter.

NEW CAMPAIGN MATERIALS 

Reminder: This Spring is BP’s 25th yr Anniversary - Gala on Thurs May 18th, followed by a 1½ day forum on 19-20 in DC. The featured speaker    For more info: www.beyondpesticides.org/forum. 

NEXT STEPS/ACTION ITEMS:

· Send Our Water Our World Resources for Retailers— Jane Nogaki did.

· Distribute information on March 3rd USGS Pesticides in groundwater and surface water press release—Jane Nogaki did.

Previous-
· Patti will send list of exhibiting natural suppliers to listserv (lawns@beyondpesticides.org).?

· Follow up on Grassroots News (Feb) – GMHLT, Claire & Clove. DONE

· Engage Materials Committee on Our Water Our World materials for Retailer Cmte -DONE

· Kim Stoner will draft essential preferred and prohibited stds for use in passing policy.??

CUMULATIVE BIKERACKED ISSUES:

· We should identify the regions that require special knowledge (i.e. southwest vs. northeast vs. midwest)

· Develop a format for further discussion of adoption of NOFA stds. (Emailed 1/12/06.) 

· Insights on industry's latest & greatest greenwashing tactics – Ways to counter. 
· Address our lack of an ideal way to describe in a consise sentence what we advocate (pesticide-free, poison-free, safe & healthy, etc.).
· IPM vs. Organic lawn care: Defining we stand for.

· Finish the Home Depot survey, ask 10 states/groups to fill it out.

· Move forward with retailer committee







