
First Lessons
1.An herbicide is 

a kind of a 
pesticide.  So 
never say, 
“herbicides and 
pesticides” or 
people like 
bureaucrats and 
legislators will 
think you’re 
really dumb.

2.Don’t use the word 
“poison”—say 
“pesticide”.  This is 
especially true if 
you are a stay-at-
home mom holding 
a baby with one 
hand while typing a 
newsletter with the 
other.  Using words 
like “poison” will 
get you branded as 
“hysterical”.



First Lessons
3.It’s ok to say “fif-ra” 

for the name of the 
federal pesticide 
law, but always say 
F-Q-P-A when 
talking about the 
law that replaced 
the unworkable no 
risk standard of the 
Delaney clause with 
a reasonable risk 
assessment 
standard.

4.Say you 
oppose the 
misuse of 
pesticides, not 
the use of 
pesticides.



First Lessons

5. They’re only 
theoretical 
cancers and 
theoretical 
deaths.

6. The world of 
pesticide 
regulation is 
another world, 
and the lessons 
your parents 
taught you (don’t 
kill) don’t apply.



First Lessons
7. Never talk about 

ecological balance.  
You’ll sound like 
some kind of tree-
hugging hippie.  
Talk about 
alternatives to 
pesticides and IPM.

8. Never talk about 
humus.  Unless it’s 
with pita, in which 
case, say hummus.  
Talk about the 
health of the soil is 
unscientific.



Later Lessons

1. An herbicide is a 
poison designed 
to kill plants.  
Plants are at the 
base of 
ecological food 
chains.  You can 
say “biocide” or 
“ecocide”.

2. Say “poison” when 
you mean poison.  
These chemicals 
kill, and they do not 
know the 
difference between 
“pests” and “not 
pests”.  And it’s ok 
to be emotional 
when you’re 
protecting the life 
of your baby.



Later Lessons
3. “Fuq-pa” is an 

appropriate name 
for a law that has 
allowed gender-
bending chemicals 
to be in our food 
and water.  The no 
risk standard of 
Delaney was the 
only one that ever 
made any sense. 

4. The use—and the 
manufacture, 
transportation, and 
disposal—of 
pesticides sickens 
and kills people 
and other non-
“pests”.  The 
distinction 
between use and 
misuse is not 
useful.



Later Lessons
5. People who 

compartmentalize 
their lives, 
making decisions 
in one part that 
are acceptable 
because different 
rules apply there, 
are avoiding 
making hard 
ethical decisions 
by creating 
fictional worlds.

6. Real people 
are getting 
real cancers 
and are really 
dying. 
Bureaucrats 
who make 
decisions 
concerning 
“acceptable 
risks” are 
deciding how 
many people 
die.



Later Lessons

7. Learn about 
ecological balance 
by visiting old-
fashioned organic 
farms with lots of 
diversity--
appreciate how that 
balance works.

8. Humus feeds the 
soil that feeds the 
plants.  The soil is 
alive—or it should 
be.
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